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Live Births in the Philippines, 2016
Based on the Civil Registration and Vital Statistics data, the number of
registered live births in the Philippines had been declining from 1.79
million in 2012 to 1.731 million in 2016.

In 2016, more males were born than females. The
distribution of 52 percent males and 48 percent
females followed the similar distribution between
sexes during the period 2011-2015.

Birth Order Statistics
FIRST-BORNS
About 34 percent of
the live births in 2016
were first-borns to
their mothers.
Four in every ten
first-borns had
mothers aged
between 20 and 24.

Male to Female Ratio = 1.09

SECOND-BORNS
About 28 percent of the
mothers who gave birth in
2016 had their second baby.

Statistics of Mother’s Age
Approximately 54 percent of the mothers who gave
birth in 2016 were aged 20-29 years old.

Thirty-five in every one
hundred of these mothers
were aged between 20
and 24.

THIRD-BORNS
Eighteen in every 100 babies
born in 2016 were third-born
to their mothers.
Among mothers who gave birth in 2016, 11.6 percent were between 15 and 19 years old.

Thirty-four percent of
them had mothers aged
between 25 and 29.

Most Common Baby Names, 2016 2

MALES
Nathaniel 3,414

FEMALES
Althea 2,885

James 2,959

Angel 2,668

Angelo 2,631

Princess 2,181
Sophia 2,021

Joshua 2,434

Gabriel 2,394

Samantha 1,985

- Top 5 Surnames DELA CRUZ
10,496
GARCIA

7,164

MENDOZA

6,102

RAMOS

5,953

REYES

6,431

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Civil Registration Service, Vital Statistics Division 2016

[1] Figures presented were not adjusted for under-registration.
[2] The frequencies were determined using exact matches only. Partial matches and variations were not included in the count.

Access to Medical Facilities

In every ten live births in 2016, about 8 to
9 (87 %) were born in hospitals, clinics
or
health
facilities
with
available
professional medical attention.

The National Capital Region (NCR) recorded the
highest percentage of live births that occurred in a
medical facility at 94 percent followed by Ilocos
Region (Region I) with 93 percent. The region with
the lowest percentage recorded was the Autonomous
Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) with 39 percent.

Legitimacy Status of Children
During the period 2011-2015,
there
was
an
observed
decrease in the percentage of
legitimate children being born.
However,
in
2016,
the
percentage of legitimate
children
rose
to
50.8
percent from 47.9 percent
in 2015.
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Civil Registration Service, Vital Statistics Division 2016

Birth Statistics refer to the number of live births that
occurred during the year.
Civil Registration is a continuous, permanent and
compulsory recording of vital events occurring in the life
of an individual such as birth, marriage and death as
well as court decrees and legal instruments affecting his
status in appropriate registers as mandated by Act
3753, the Civil Registry Law.
Live Birth is a complete expulsion or extraction from its
mother of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration
of the pregnancy, which after such separation, breaths or
shows any other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart,
pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of
voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been
cut or the placenta is attached; each product of such a birth is
considered liveborn.
Legitimacy is a status of a child born to parents who are
married to each other at time of birth.

The information presented herein were obtained from
the births that occurred in 2016 and registered not later
than March 2017, submitted by the City/Municipal
Registrars from all over the country to the Civil
Registration Service of the Philippine Statistics Authority
for processing and archiving purposes. There was no
adjustment for under-registration.
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