The Individual Questionnaire comprises 10
sections which used to gather data on:
Section A. Geographic Identification and Other
Information
Section B. Respondent’s Background
Section C. Migration History
Section D. International Migration
Section E. Engagement in Migration Association
and Training /Education Abroad
Section F. Return Migration
Section G. Internal Migration
Section H. Current Job/Business and
Remittances
Section I. Migration Intentions
Section J. Involuntary Labor/Work Arrangement
The NMS 2018 questionnaires were written in
English, with Filipino translation for each question.
Translations of the questions to six major languages
of the country, namely, Tagalog, Cebuano,
Hiligaynon, Bikol, Waray, and Ilocano, were also
made available for use and reference of field
interviewers and supervisors in the pertinent
regions.
As the NMS 2018 field data collection employed
computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI), the
UPPI developed a CAPI data collection system using
the Census and Survey Processing (CSPro) software
(version 7.1).
CSPro is a data entry and
management software designed for surveys and
censuses developed by the United States Census
Bureau. Before deployment, the NMS 2018 data
capture system was evaluated using the PSA’s
quality assurance procedures.

Additional information about the NMS 2018 may
be obtained from

Philippine Statistics Authority
PSA Complex, East Avenue
Diliman, Quezon City

+63 (02) 462-6600

info@psa.gov.ph

psa.gov.ph
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The 2018 National Migration Survey (NMS
2018) is the first nationwide survey on migration in
the Philippines. It was jointly implemented by the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) and the
University of the Philippines through the
Population Institute (UPPI). The NMS aims to
provide information on the mobility of Philippine
population in order to assist policymakers and
program managers in designing and evaluating
strategies for improving services and assistance to
Filipinos going abroad or moving within the
country.

Objectives
The NMS is designed to provide baseline
information on internal and international migration
and has the following specific objectives:

1

estimate international and inter-regional
migration flows and major migration streams;

2

delineate the characteristics of internal and
international migrants;

3

determine the types, levels, patterns, and
processes of internal and international
migration; and

4

identify factors that affect the types, levels,
patterns and processes of internal and
international migration.

Sampling Design and Coverage
The sampling design used for the NMS 2018
ensured that the data collected is representative
of the country as a whole, and for each of
the 17 administrative regions. The sampling
design involved 117 sampling domains
(81 provinces, 33 HUCs, and three special areas,
namely, Pateros, Isabela City, and Cotabato City).
The sample selection methodology followed a
two-stage stratified sampling design using the
updated 2013 Master Sample Frame (MSF). The
2013 MSF was designed and compiled by PSA to
serve the needs of several household - based
surveys. The 2013 MSF was constructed based
on the results of the 2010 Census of Population
and Housing and updated based on the
2015 Census of Population.
In the first sampling stage, 2,940 primary
sampling units (PSUs) were selected through a
systematic sampling from the 117 sampling
domains. A PSU could be a barangay, a portion
of a large barangay, or two or more adjacent
small barangays. In the second stage, an average
of 12 (for HUCs) or 16 (for provinces) sample
housing units were selected from each sampled
PSU based on proportionate allocation and using
systematic random sampling. In situations where
a housing unit contains one (1) to three (3)
households, all households were interviewed. In
the rare situation where a housing unit contains
more than three (3) households, no more than
three households were interviewed. The
interviewers were instructed to interview only the
pre-selected housing units.

Replacement of housing units and households
was allowed; replacements were pre-selected and
were provided to the data gathering teams together
with the list of original samples. A maximum of
three (3) replacement households per sample PSU
were provided. To prevent sampling bias, the data
gathering teams were not allowed to make any
changes in the pre-selected housing units (both
originals and replacements .
The NMS 2018 covered about 45,000 sample
housing units, i.e., four (4) replicates of the
2013 MSF. Selection of sample individuals (age
15 years and over) in a sample housing
unit/household was done in the following manner:
i) all household members who ever had an
international migration experience; ii) random
selection of one individual from those who ever
had an internal migration experience; iii) random
selection of one household member from those
who had no migration experience.

Questionnaire
The Household Questionnaire has eight sections:
Section A. Geographic Identification and Other
Information
Section B. Demographic Characteristics
Section C. Education
Section D. Economic Activity
Section E. Migration Experience
Section F. Internally Displaced Persons
Section G. All Former Household Members Who
Permanently Moved and Now Residing
Abroad
Section H. Housing Characteristics

