TECHNICAL NOTES

This Fisheries Situationer presents the data on volume and value of production of
fisheries for the year 2018. It contains information on the current situation by major species
of the three (3) fisheries subsector, namely: commercial and municipal fisheries, and
aquaculture. It serves as output of the four (4) fisheries surveys regularly conducted by the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). The surveys are: Quarterly Commercial Fisheries
Survey (QCFS), Quarterly Municipal Fisheries Survey (QMFS), Quarterly Inland Fisheries
Survey (QIFS) and Quarterly Aquaculture Survey (QAqS).
The QCFS gathers data on volume of unloading on sample traditional landing
centers of the subsector. The sample landing centers were selected using stratified simple
random sampling method. A structured survey form, QCFS Form 1, is used. Five (5) key
informants per landing center are the respondents to the survey. The information being
gathered are volume of unloading and price per kilogram of top 31 species and those under
the others category. In addition, data are collected from the administrative records of nontraditional landing centers such as those that are managed by the Philippine Fisheries
Development Authority (PFDA), local government unit (LGU) and private. The survey is
conducted in 58 provinces.
The QMFS is undertaken in similar manner as commercial fisheries in terms of
sampling design, data collection and species coverage. However, interview is conducted on
sample municipal traditional landing centers using QMFS Form 1. Data gathering activities
from administrative records are conducted for PFDA and LGU managed landing centers,
whichever is applicable. There are 67 provinces covered for this undertaking.
The volume of catch of inland fishing households are obtained through the QIFS.
Simple random sampling was employed in the selection of sample inland fishing household.
QIFS Form 1 is utilized to obtain data from household head or any knowledgeable member
of the sample household. The survey form captures the volume of catch and price of 34
inland species in 76 provinces.
The QAqS provides the volume and value of production for the aquaculture
subsector. There are 13 aquafarm types namely: brackishwater fishpond, pen and cage;
freshwater fishpond, pen and cage; marine pen and cage; oyster; mussel; seaweed; rice fish
and small farm reservoir (SFR). For each aquafarm type, municipalities belonging to the
cumulative share of 80% to total aquafarm area were taken as samples. For each sample
municipalities, 8 - 5 sample aquafarms were selected. The respondents are the owner,
operator and/or caretaker of the sample aquafarms. The survey covers 17 species in 82
provinces.
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Prior to the conduct of the surveys, orientation/briefing of field staff and SRs are
conducted to discuss the accomplishment of the survey forms and data collection
procedures. Field staffs are assigned to supervise the entire operations. To ensure the
accuracy of gathered data, spot checking and back-checking were done in selected
provinces.
As a form of quality control, there are three (3) levels of data review, which are
provincial, regional and national. Data are checked as to accuracy, completeness and
consistency during each stage. The process involves thorough data analysis with
information and indicators like historical data, weather conditions, pests and diseases,
government programs, policies and regulations and other auxiliary data.
The data sets are classified according to the Philippine Geographic Classification
Code (PSGC).
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HIGHLIGHTS
Volume of Production by Subsector and by Species, Philippines,
January to March 2018

The total fisheries volume of production was
registered at around 1 million metric tons during the
first quarter of 2018. It was 3.03 percent lower than
its level a year ago. The decline was traced in all
the three subsectors namely, commercial, municipal
fisheries and aquaculture. Of the major species,
downtrends were noted on roundscad (14.40%),
yellowfin tuna (11.66%), milkfish (7.38%) and tilapia
(5.43%). Siganid and seaweed came out with better
output by seven and 0.25 percent, respectively.

A total of 216.2 thousand metric tons was
accounted to commercial fisheries which went down
by 3.39 percent. The drop was attributed to less
fishing trips due to rough seas brought about by
weather disturbances such as typhoon and low
pressure areas (LPAs) that prevailed in Western
Visayas during the period.

Municipal fisheries production of 254.8 thousand
metric tons diminished by 6.79 percent. The volume
was comprised of 84.38 percent marine fisheries
while the remaining was contributed by inland
fisheries.
Frequent gale warnings related to
northeast monsoon (“Amihan”) hampered fishing
operations specifically in Visayas regions.

Aquaculture recorded a total of 534 thousand
metric tons output. It was 0.98 percent short of the
previous year’s mark.
Downtrend
in
CALABARZON was attributed to delayed stocking in
freshwater pens in Rizal due to the regulation
imposed by Laguna Lake Development Authority
(LLDA). Seaweed farms in Leyte and Antique were
affected by ice-ice disease.
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PRODUCTION OF MAJOR SPECIES
Milkfish (Bangus)

`



During the first quarter of 2018,
production of milkfish at 66 thousand
metric tons was 7.38 percent lower than
the previous year’s output.



Majority of milkfish harvests were from
aquaculture sector at 98.28 percent.

Regions that contributed to the decline in milkfish production were CALABARZON,
Zamboanga Peninsula and Central Luzon.



Smaller sizes of milkfish were harvested from freshwater fishpens in Rizal because of
low water temperature. Moreover, delayed stocking of some fishpen operators due to
regulations imposed by the LLDA, thus movement of harvests to second quarter. In
Quezon, less area were harvested and stocked due to limited supply of fingerlings.



In Zamboanga Sibugay, some brackishwater fishponds were still undergoing
rehabilitation due to the effects of typhoon Vinta last December. Moreover, lack of
financial assistance for maintenance of fishponds was also reported. In Zamboanga
del Sur, some brackishwater fishpond operators were affected by flash flood and
washed out stocks caused by the said typhoon.



Late stocking was reported in Bulacan due to cold weather conditions. Hence,
harvests of some areas were moved to next quarter. Moreover, some brackishwater
fishpond operators decided to give up their fishponds due to high rental fees and
maintenance.



On the contrary, production of milkfish from Western Visayas, Ilocos and Davao
regions registered positive growth rates.



Availability of stocking materials and sufficient growth of natural food in brackishwater
fishponds were noted in Aklan. Increased area harvested and higher yield of some
milkfish farms in Iloilo due to good growth brought about by abundant supply of natural
food (lab-lab).



In Ilocos Region, availability of stocking materials, less mortality rate and more demand
for milkfish during Lenten season were reported in Pangasinan.



Increased in area harvested and availability of stocks from marine cages in Davao del
Sur resulted to output improvement in Davao Region.
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Tilapia


Total tilapia production during the first
quarter of 2018 was registered at
92.81 thousand metric tons which was
5.43 percent less than the same quarter
in 2017 level.



By subsector, tilapia production from
aquaculture shared 88.69 percent while
inland municipal, 11.31 percent.



Production decrements were mainly noted in CALABARZON, SOCCSKSARGEN, and
Zamboanga Peninsula.



In CALABARZON, less harvests from fish cages was due to high mortality rate
resulting from sulphur upwelling in Talisay, Batangas. In Rizal, delayed stocking due
to impending demolition of illegal structures in Laguna Lake. Moreover, movement of
harvest to second quarter due slow growth of stocks caused by cold water resulted to
reduced output.



Less tilapia output in SOCCSKSARGEN as some fish pen operators stopped
operations already. Moreover, lesser catch in Sultan Kudarat was due to lesser
appearance in inland waters.



Downtrend in tilapia production was observed in Zamboanga Peninsula attributed to
the effects of typhoon Vinta. In Zamboanga del Sur, some fishponds overflowed and
stocks were washed out. Some fishponds that were affected by flashfloods were
under rehabilitation and lack of financial assistance for the maintenance in
Zamboanga Sibugay.



However, tilapia production from fishponds went up in Central Luzon due to good
quality of fingerlings and increased stocking density in Pampanga while more harvests
in anticipation of the demand during the Lenten season in Bulacan.



Simultaneous harvests from fish cages resulted from semi-intensive feeding practices
in Camarines Sur.
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Tiger Prawn


Tiger
prawn
production
was
estimated at 8.5 thousand metric tons
which reflected a 1.51 percent drop
from it’s the same quarter in 2017
record.



Zamboanga
Peninsula,
Central
Visayas and Caraga influenced the
overall decrease and this was traced
to area reduction.



In Zamboanga del Sur, some brackishwater fishponds were in heavy siltation after the
flashfloods. Some were on rehabilitation while others were not in operation due to
shallow water.



The scarcity of post larvae sourced from other provinces accounted for the low stocking
rate and less area in operation in Bohol. Meantime, white spot syndrome occurred which
affected growth of post larvae, resulting in smaller sizes of harvests. All these
contributed to Bohol’s output decline.



In Surigao del Sur, more tiger prawn areas were scheduled for harvest during the
succeeding quarter of the year.



On the other hand, there was high survival rate of stocks in fishponds in Pampanga and
Quezon. Water salinity of fishponds was normal, thus, harvests were of good quality
and of bigger sizes during the period. Also, in Pampanga, area increased as some
temporarily closed fishponds were back in operation prompted by high demand for tiger
prawns. In Quezon, more areas were utilized due to shifting of some milkfish areas to
tiger prawn production and the availability of post larvae.
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Roundscad (Galunggong)


Production of roundscad for the quarter
was estimated at 39 thousand metric tons
and went down by 14.40 percent.



Majority of roundscad production came
from commercial fisheries subsector that
accounted to 71 percent while municipal
subsector shared about 29 percent.



All regions contributed to the downtrend of roundscad production except NCR and
ARMM. The top three contributors were Western Visayas, SOCCSKSARGEN and
CALABARZON.



In Western Visayas, the decreased catch in Iloilo was due to the decrease in number
of fishing trips attributed to rough seas brought about by tropical cyclones Agaton,
Basyang and Caloy and several weather disturbances like tail-end of a cold front and
trough of LPA. Meanwhile, in Negros Occidental, northeast monsoon affected fishing
operations of municipal fishermen thus, lesser fishing efforts during the period.



In SOCCSKSARGEN, less appearance of the species in fishing ground was reported
thus lesser catch by commercial fishing boats in South Cotabato.



While in CALABARZON, frequent rough seas caused by northeast monsoon during the
period resulted to less fishing trips, thus, less unloadings of the species in Quezon
province.



On the other hand, NCR and ARMM displayed increments from previous year’s level



In NCR, more catch of roundscad was unloaded in Navotas Fishport coming from
Palawan fishing ground due to favorable weather conditions during the quarter.



Similarly, abundance of catch roundscad in ARMM during the period was reported due
to good weather conditions.
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Skipjack (Gulyasan)


Volume of production of skipjack
during the quarter was estimated at
68.3 thousand metric tons which
exhibited an increase of seven percent
compared to same quarter of the
previous year.



Skipjack was unloaded dominantly in commercial fish landing centers at 89.82 percent
of its total production and the remaining 10.18 percent was shared by municipal
subsector.



Output increment in SOCCSKSARGEN was because of more unloadings of frozen
skipjack for cold storage and canneries in General Santos City. Most of the unloaded
catch was also bigger in sizes.



Bigger sizes of species were unloaded in most private landing centers in Zamboanga
City which pulled up skipjack production in Zamboanga Peninsula.



In NCR, more unloadings were observed at Navotas Fishport that came from nearby
provinces due to better price offered by traders.



However, Ilocos Region reported less fishing operations of municipal boats due to long
period of “Amihan”. Absence of school of fish in the fishing ground and smaller sizes
of catch were the factors that may contributed to the overall decline in output of
skipjack.
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Yellowfin Tuna (Tambakol/Bariles)


The volume of unloading of yellowfin tuna
during the
quarter was estimated at
28.5
thousand metric tons, with
11.66 percent decline compared to same
period of the previous year.



Almost two-thirds of the total output of yellowfin tuna was accounted to commercial
fisheries subsector which comprised 73.34 percent.



Production drop was contributed by SOCCSKSARGEN, Eastern Visayas and ARMM.



Less catch of commercial fishermen was attributed to lesser appearance of species in
the fishing ground and smaller sizes of species were caught in South Cotabato.



In Samar, decrease in production resulted from prohibition of municipal fishermen to go
on fishing in fish aggregating devices (FADs) known as “payao” in Daram Island.



Lean season of the species in Basilan was reported during the period while in Sulu,
fishing boats operators opted to unload yellowfin tuna outside the province due to better
price offered.



On the contrary, more unloadings of catch in municipal landing centers in Davao del
Sur and Davao Oriental were due more appearance of the species in the fishing
ground.



Presence of school of fish, bigger sizes and more harvest from “payao” and artificial
reefs by municipal fishermen were noted in Ilocos Region.
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Seaweed


Seaweed production during the first
quarter of 2018 went up slightly by
0.25 percent to 354.52 thousand metric
tons from the 2017 output of 353.65
thousand metric tons.



During the period, around 84 percent of
the country’s seaweed production were
produced in the regions of ARMM,
Zamboanga Peninsula and Western
Visayas



Increases in production were traced in ARMM, Zamboanga Peninsula and Bicol Region.



More seaweeds culture activities were evident in Tawi-tawi and Maguindanao as
operators took advantage of good price from traders. The LGU interventions in terms of
seedlings and planting materials distribution coupled with good weather conditions helped
improve seaweed production in Sulu.



Seaweed area expansions in Zamboanga Sibugay and Zamboanga City took credit to
higher buying price which encouraged seaweeds farmers to culture.



Camarines provinces showed improvement in seaweed output due to availability of
planting materials distributed by BFAR and less occurrence of pests and diseases.



On the other hand, Eastern, Western and Central Visayas regions showed negative
performances.



Reduced output in Eastern Visayas was mainly because seaweeds farms in Leyte were
affected by ice-ice disease since December 2017.



In Western Visayas, there was reported incidence of pests and diseases specifically
ice-ice in seaweed farms in Antique.



Seaweed operators in Bohol were discouraged to culture due to lesser financing support
from traders that led to decrease in area harvested.
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Frigate Tuna (Tulingan)


Around 28 thousand metric tons of frigate
tuna was produced during the quarter.
The
output
contracted
by
18.32 percent from the same quarter of
previous year’s level.



Commercial fisheries subsector shared 51.03 percent of the total frigate tuna
production while the remaining
of 48.97 percent was contributed by municipal
fisheries subsector.



Production decrements of frigate tuna were traced in NCR, SOCCSKSARGEN and
CALABARZON.



Less supply of frigate tuna from the nearby landing centers attributed to the effects of
climate change were the reasons for the production shortfall in NCR.



In South Cotabato, decreased catch of frigate tuna was due to unavailability of the
species in the fishing ground.



The drop in unloadings of frigate tuna in Quezon was caused by the change of fishing
gear used by commercial fishing boats. While the fishing operations of municipal boats
were affected by northeast monsoon that brought frequent rough seas during the
period.



On the other hand, improved production of Negros Occidental was
appearance of frigate tuna in the fishing ground.



In Masbate, abundant catch of frigate tuna was due to in season of the species during
the period.

due to more
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Indian Sardines (Tamban)


Increased production of indian sardines
was noted during the quarter at 1.33
percent.
The ouput reached 40.5
thousand metric tons.



The 57.46 percent of total production was
shared by commercial fisheries and
42.54 percent came from marine
municipal subsector.



The increased production in NCR resulted from more catch of species coming from
Palawan fishing ground that were unloaded in Navotas Fish Port which was brought about
by favorable weather during the period.



In Western Visayas, more appearance of the species during the quarter resulted to
bountiful catch and more unloadings from commercial landing centers in Capiz and Negros
Occidental.



In addition, enhanced production of indian sardines in Central Visayas was attributed to the
resumption of fishing operations of some previously damaged commercial boats in Cebu.



On the other hand, negative growth rate in CALABARZON was attributed to fewer fishing
trips brought by frequent rough seas during northeast monsoon period and strict
implementation of fishery laws and municipal ordinance strictly prohibiting encroachment of
commercial fishing vessels in the municipal waters specifically in Quezon.



In Davao Region, reduced number of fishing trips and municipal fishing boats due to strong
winds and rough seas and the encroachment of commercial vessels in the municipal fishing
areas in Davao Oriental. Big waves brought about by Typhoon Agaton during the month of
January in Davao del Sur. Meanwhile, driftwoods that were washed out from the
mountains and carried by the big waves and presence of chemical vapor of fertilizer from
banana plantations pulled down production in Compostela Valley.
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Big-Eyed Scad (Matambaka)


Big-eyed scad production grew by
10.02 percent during the quarter. It
registered
a total
of almost
26 thousand metric tons.



About
56 percent of the total
production was
unloaded
in the
municipal fish landing centers and the
remaining production was contributed
by commercial fisheries subsector.



Increases in the production of big-eyed scad
Peninsula, ARMM and Bicol Region.



More unloadings of commercial fishing boats in private landing centers in Zamboanga
City was attributed to more fishing trips during the period.



High production of big-eyed scad in both municipal and commercial subsectors in
Basilan and Sulu provinces came about as more fishing activities due to prevailing
good weather conditions during the quarter coupled with seasonality of the species in
Basilan.



In Masbate, abundant catch of big-eyed scad was due to more appearance of the
species in the fishing ground.



Meanwhile, in Davao Region, big-eyed scad production declined due to to decrease in
number of fishing trips and unloadings due to strong winds and rough seas plus the
encroachment of commercial fishing vessels in municipal waters of Davao Oriental. Big
waves brought about by typhoon Agaton in January hampered fishing operations in
Davao del Sur.



The production shortfall in Sultan Kudarat was caused by lesser appearance of the
species in the fishing ground.

were accounted

to Zamboanga
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Indian Mackerel (Alumahan)


A 17.81 percent decline was observed
in indian mackerel production during
the quarter. It was estimated at 11
thousand metric tons this year.



The municipal fisheries subsector
accounted 70 percent of the total
unloadings of indian mackerel while the
rest came from the commercial
fisheries.



The negative performances of indian mackerel were recorded in CALABARZON,
Western Visayas and Eastern Visayas.



Lower unloadings of indian mackerel in CALABARZON particularly in Quezon was
attributed to the northeast monsoon season that caused frequent rough seas resulting
to less fishing trips by both commercial and municipal boats during the period. In
addition, the strict implementation on the prohibition of commercial boats in municipal
waters greatly affected operations of commercial fishing in the province.



In Western Visayas, less fishing efforts by municipal fishermen especially on the use of
drift gillnet gears was observed due to strong undersea current brought about by
northeast monsoon. While fishing activities of commercial boats in Iloilo were affected
by the presence of tropical cyclones Agaton, Basyang and Caloy and low pressure
areas during the quarter.



Lesser catch in Eastern Visayas specifically in Biliran and Leyte was observed. Less
fishing trips was attributed to numerous weather disturbances like northeast monsoon,
tropical cyclones and low pressure areas that brought rough seas and heavy rains this
quarter.



On the other hand, Zamboanga Peninsula and ARMM displayed output increases in
indian mackerel.



Bigger sizes of indian mackerel were unloaded in Zamboanga City. In ARMM, fishing
trips of municipal fishermen increased due to favorable weather in the region during the
period.
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Squid (Pusit)


Production of squid during the quarter
was about 11 thousand metric tons
which diminished by 16.19 percent from
its same quarter in 2017 record.



Unloadings by sustenance fishermen
comprised 79.95 percent. The rest
were unloading from commercial
fisheries subsector.



The drop in squid production was noted in Western Visayas, Eastern Visayas and
Zamboanga Peninsula.



In Iloilo, less catch of squid due to less fishing trips caused by tropical cyclones and low
pressure areas that brought about rough seas and strong winds in the provinces.



The decline in squid production was recorded in Samar. Decrease in number of fishing
trips was due to changes in weather conditions within the quarter.



Decrease in output was also recorded in Zamboanga Sibugay due to occurrence of strong
current in the fishing ground.



However, more frequent operations caused the increase in ouput of squid in Pangasinan
due to presence of school of fish, bigger sizes of catch, harvesting on payaos and artificial
reefs.

 Additionally, increase number of fishing days due to less occurrence of strong winds was

recorded in South Cotabato.
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Mudcrab


Mudcrab production surpassed its 2017
same quarter output by 56.04 percent.
Volume
of
harvests
reached
6.4 thousand metric tons.



CALABARZON shared more to the
production uptrend of mudcrabs, posting
a double digit increment. Bicol Region
and
Zamboanga
Peninsula
also
contributed to the overall increase.



In Quezon, production soared because of high survival rate of mudcrabs. Brackishwater
fishpond water salinity remained normal which enhanced growth of stocks during the
quarter. Also, the availability of crablets and high demand during the Lenten season
encouraged operators to increase area utilized.



Operators increased stocking rate in Sorsogon which was induced by crablets
availability.



In Zamboanga Sibugay, the availability of good quality crablets prompted operators to
expand areas covered. Both provinces reported bigger sizes of harvests.



Production decrements were noted in Eastern Visayas and Ilocos Region.



In Samar, heavy rains were experienced. This and the high cost of inputs and poor
quality of crablets resulted in lesser area operated.



In Ilocos Sur, the high water salinity accounted for high mortality of some stocks. Smaller
sizes harvested were effects of changing weather conditions during the period.
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Threadfin Bream (Bisugo)


Estimated production of threadfin bream
during the quarter was 8.3 thousand
metric tons
which
reduced by
19.14 percent its previous year’s level.



The 84.75 percent of total production
was shared by marine municipal
fisheries subsector.



Western Visayas was affected by northeast monsoon season or "amihan" that brought
about rough seas which hampered fishing operations of municipal fishermen in Iloilo and
Antique.



Less appearance of the species due to intrusion of commercial fishing vessels in the
municipal waters particularly in Cebu resulted to drop in production of threadfin bream in
Central Visayas.



In Bicol Region, some municipal fishermen reduced their fishing trips because of the
occurrence of big waves caused by strong winds especially in Masbate fishing areas.



On the contrary, abundance of the species was noted in the fishing ground due to its
seasonality accompanied by favorable weather conditions resulted to increased
unloadings of municipal boats in the landing centers of Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi
provinces.
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Fimbriated Sardines (Tunsoy)


The volume of fimbriated sardines
production went up by 8.96 percent in the
first quarter of 2018. Its output reached
22.47 thousand metric tons.



Commercial
fisheries
subsector
comprised 52.10 percent of the total
fimbriated sardines output while municipal
fisheries shared 47.90 percent.



Bicol Region, Zamboanga Peninsula and ARMM contributed to the production increment
of the species.



Big volume of catch was unloaded in Sorsogon where the management of the Bulan
Fishport Complex, previously by the Local Government Unit (LGU) was turned over to
Philippine Fisheries Development Authority (PFDA). The improved production was due to
more occurrence of the species in the fishing ground and more unloadings from transient
fishing boats from Masbate and Samar.



In Zamboanga del Norte, more catch was attributed to more fishing trips due to use of
newly repaired net gears and in season of the species from both commercial and
municipal fishing operations.



Better production of fimbriated sardines by commercial fishermen in Basilan was brought
about by peak season of the species and increased fishing days due to good weather
conditions.



On the other hand, less catch was observed in Iloilo due to less fishing trips as effects of
tropical cyclones Agaton, Basyang and Caloy; and LPAs.



In Bataan, diminished production was caused by fewer number of fishing boats that
unloaded catch in commercial landing center as the fishing boats and gears were under
repair. Moreover, some fishermen temporarily stopped operations due to high operational
cost and financial losses from previous fishing activities.
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Anchovies





Anchovies production was recorded at
10.7 thousand metric tons with a
negative performance at of almost
21 percent during the quarter.



About 74 percent of anchovies
unloadings
came from
municipal
landing centers while commercial
fisheries contributed 26 percent.

.
Less catch of this species in Bicol Region was observed due to the less fishing trips in
municipal waters of Masbate.



In addition, the downtrend in production of Western Visayas was attributed to less fishing
efforts particularly of small fishing boats due to very rough seas brought about by Amihan
coupled with very hot weather conditions particularly in Negros Occidental.



Romblon registered a decrease in production due to less fishing trips and reported lean
catch of the species that were unloaded in traditional landing centers.



However, better production was reported in South Cotabato because fishermen were
encouraged to go on fishing due to availability of the species in the fishing grounds.
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Indo-pacific Mackerel (Hasa-hasa)


Indo-pacific
mackerel
volume
of
production diminished by 9.99 percent
from its previous year’s output. It was
estimated at about seven thousand metric
tons during the quarter.



Unloadings of municipal fishing boats
accounted to 61.23 percent while the rest
were unloaded by commercial fishing
vessels.



Regions that displayed downtrend were Bicol Region, Eastern Visayas and Central Luzon.



Less catch of indo-pacific mackerel in Masbate was attributed to less fishing trips by
municipal fishermen due to strong winds that caused big waves during the quarter.



In Eastern Visayas, fewer catch was reported particularly in Leyte and Biliran provinces.
The occurrence of typhoons Agaton and Basyang caused heavy rains and rough seas
resulted to less fishing trips during the period.



Less appearance of indo-pacific mackerel was observed in Bataan which contributed to the
low production of the species in the region.



Whereas, output gains of indo-pacific mackerel was noted in Western and Central Visayas.



In Western Visayas, more catch in Iloilo was reported due to more appearance of the
species in the fishing ground.



The resumption to fishing operations of previously damaged commercial boats with
additional fishing vessel that unloaded in Cebu brought up production of indo-pacific
mackerel in Central Visayas.
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Blue Crab (Alimasag)


Blue crab production during the
quarter
was
estimated
at
5.92 thousand metric tons with
1.55 percent reduction from previous
year’s level.



Bulk of blue crab production of almost
93 percent came from municipal
fisheries subsector.



Decreases in volume of production of blue crab were evident in CALABARZON, Western
Visayas and Zamboanga Peninsula.



Downtrend in production of blue crab was recorded in Quezon. Limited fishing operators
due to rough seas brought about by northeast monsoon caused limited catch of the
species in the fishing grounds.



Lesser production of blue crab in Negros Occidental was due to lesser crab pots utilized
coupled with the lesser catch of trawl net gears and gill nets during the quarter.



In Zamboanga Sibugay, decrease in production of blue crab were greatly affected by
lesser unloadings due to fishing vessels was under repair, unavailability of baits and lack
of financial assistance.



On the other hand, increased production in Bataan was due to distribution of fishing gear
by BFAR used for catching blue crab.



Also, in season of blue crab thus abundant catch was traced in Masbate.
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Eastern Little Tuna (Bonito)


Production of eastern little tuna was
estimated at around nine thousand
metric tons which registered a decrease
of 4.35 percent from its 2017 output.



Commercial and marine municipal
fisheries shared about 51.35 percent
and 48.65 percent, respectively.



Regions that contributed to the downward trend of production were Western Visayas,
Zamboanga Peninzula and Eastern Visayas.



Decrease in production of eastern little tuna species was traced in Negros Occidental.
Less fishing efforts was due to strong winds and waves. Also, less appearance of the
species in FADs resulted from strong under water current.



In Zamboanga del Sur, shortage of eastern little tuna production was due to less
occurrence of plankton as natural food for the species.



Less fishing trips due to frequent rough seas attributed to LPAs that prevailed in Eastern
Visayas particularly in Leyte and Eastern Samar provinces.



On the contrary, better production was recorded in Surigao del Sur due to more
unloadings by transient municipal fishing vessels.



Also, more catch of eastern little tuna in Sulu was attributed to good weather conditions.

.
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Grouper (Lapu-lapu)


Production of grouper was estimated at
3.8 thousand metric tons and came up
with a 7.09 percent reduction from the
previous year’s level.



Of
the total production, almost
92 percent was caught in marine
municipal waters.



The decrease of production in Palawan was manifested to lesser fishing trips due to rough
seas brought about by northeast monsoon and frequent typhoons such as Agaton and
Basyang and aftermath of typhoon Vinta.



In Lanao del Sur, there was a decrease in production of grouper which was traced to
lesser catch of the fishermen and lesser demand of the species in the province.



Production drop in South Cotabato was observed due to lesser catch and unavailability of
grouper in the fishing ground.



On the other hand, Samar displayed increase in the production of grouper due to more
appearance of school of fish in the fishing ground. Likewise, increased unloadings in the
landing centers due to use of fishing gear applicable for catching the species was
observed.
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Carp


Production of carp during the period was
around 4.6 thousand metric tons which
went down by 5.85 percent from its
previous year’s level.



Inland fisheries shared 89.01 percent to
the total production while the rest was
harvested from aquafarms.



Regions that contributed to the decrease in carp production were CALABARZON, Central
Luzon and Cagayan Valley.



Production of carp in Rizal dropped because of delayed stockings in freshwater pens due
to the regulation imposed by LLDA. Also, some operators who were not issued permit by
LLDA ceased from stocking for fear of being dismantled. While no catch was reported by
inland fishermen during the period.



In Bulacan, some fishermen refrained from using electro fishing and lesser appearance in
the fishing ground resulted to diminished production of the province.



Low production of carp in Isabela was a result of less catch of the species in inland bodies
of water due to the effects of waste disposal from neaby industrial establishments.



On the contrary, production of carp in Maguindanao went up due to BFAR intervention
such as provision of fishing materials like nets and bancas.



Bukidnon pulled up its production as more fisherfolk were encouraged to engage in fishing
activities which was attributed to more appearance of the species in the fishing ground
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Bigeye Tuna (Tambakol/Bariles)


Bigeye tuna production this quarter went
up by 56.36 percent from last year’s level.
Volume of production posted about seven
thousand metric tons.



Of the total production, commercial
fisheries contributed 75.98 percent while
24.02 percent came from marine
municipal fisheries.



SOCCSKSARGEN, Bicol Region and CALABARZON exhibited positive trends during the
quarter.



High production of bigeye tuna in South Cotabato was brought about by more unloadings
of the species from commercial fishing vessels for cold storage and canneries.



Abundant catch of the species in municipal fishing grounds resulted to large volume of
unloadings in Masbate.



In Quezon, improvement in production output was recorded due to more appearance of
the species in commercial fishing grounds specifically in Pacific Ocean.



On the other hand, less catch of bigeye tuna pulled down production in ARMM. Less
fishing operations during the period were noted in Basilan because the species was not
in season.



Lesser unloadings were observed in Negros Oriental during the quarter. The downward
trend was attributed to dry-docking of some commercial fishing vessels for repair and
maintenance while other fishing boats transferred unloading to Negros Occidental.

.
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Mudfish


Production of mudfish during the first
quarter 2018
was
estimated at
2.9
thousand
metric
tons with
a 6.98 percent increase from its
previous year’s level.



About 99 percent of the total volume of
production came from the inland
municipal fisheries subsector.



SOCCSKSARGEN, Northern Mindanao and ARMM regions largely contributed to the
positive growth of mudfish production.



Sultan Kudarat’s output gain was due to seasonality that resulted to more appearance of
mudfish.



More appearance of the species was observed in Bukidnon. Also, low water level
encouraged more fisherfolks to engage in fishing activities.



Seasonality of the species during the period resulted to more catch in Maguindanao.



In contrast, drop in mudfish production was reported in Zamboanga Peninsula. Shallow
water levels in different areas such as swamp, irrigation canal, and creeks caused some
fishermen to lessen fishing operations in Zamboanga del Sur.

.
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Catfish


Catfish production exhibited a negative
growth of 5.34 percent from its 2017 level
and volume settled at 2.8 thousand metric
tons.



Of the total catfish production this quarter,
inland municipal fisheries sector shared
65.34 percent while aquaculture sector,
34.66 percent



Central Luzon, CALABARZON and Western Visayas recorded low outputs.



In Nueva Ecija, production decline was an offshoot of early stocking during the previous
quarter thus early harvesting of catfish during the quarter, hence, smaller sizes
produced.



There was less catch of catfish (kanduli) in Rizal brought about by cold weather
conditions which caused species to settle at the bottom of the lake. Also there was less
natural food available brought about by intermittent rains during the quarter.



In Iloilo, freshwater fishpond stocks were infested with fungus. Also, some stocks had
stunted growth due to lack of food, hence, smaller sizes harvested.



Uptrend in production was observed in Maguindanao, North Cotabato and Bukidnon as
more catch from their inland waters were recorded.



Catfish (hito) were in season in Maguindanao. Also, fishermen were encouraged to go
fishing due to BFAR intervention, like, distribution of free fishing materials and bancas.



In North Cotabato, catfish (hito) were also in season, hence, more fishing activities done.



In inland bodies of water in Bukidnon, the low water level, as well as, more appearance
of species had prompted more fisherfolks to engage in fishing this quarter.
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Endeavor Prawn and White Shrimps


During first quarter of 2018, both
endeavor prawn and white shrimp
reflected positive growths of 2.32 and
49.20 percent, respectively.



Majority of the endeavor prawn and
white shrimps outputs were captured
from inland bodies of water.



Western Visayas, Central Luzon and
Northern Mindanao were the regions
that contributed to the increase in
endeavor prawn.



In Iloilo, more endeavor prawn was
gathered in the river and streams due to
appearances of the species. Favorable
weather conditions were noted in
Bataan that encouraged for some
fishermen to engage on fishing
activities. Further, more demand of
endeavor
prawn
species
from
consumers in Misamis Occidental was
reported.



On the other hand, the positive output of white shrimps came from Zamboanga
Peninsula, Western Visayas and Ilocos Region.



In Zamboanga del Sur, more white shrimps were caught in brackishwater fishponds.
While in Negros Occidental and Ilocos Sur, more appearances of white shrimp species
in the river were reported.
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Gourami


During the quarter, gourami production
was estimated at one thousand metric
tons. It was about 7.90 percent less than
its level a year ago.



Of the total production, 99.11 percent
were caught from inland bodies of water.



Negative growth rates were noted in SOCCSKSARGEN and Central Luzon.



Gourami production in Sultan Kudarat and North Cotabato slowed down due to lean season
of the species during the quarter.



Production shortfall was noted in Tarlac. The low water level in fishing grounds lessened
fishing activities of municipal fishermen.



On the contrary, ARMM showed a positive growth during the period. More fishing operations
were noted in Basilan due to abundance of species.
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Oyster


Production of oyster for the quarter was
estimated at 3.2 thousand metric tons
which declined by 17.97 percent from the
same quarter level of the previous year.



Of the total production, 91.94 percent was
contributed by aquaculture while the
remaining by inland municipal.



Central Luzon, Central Visayas and Zamboanga Peninsula contributed to the decrement
in oyster production this quarter.



The decline in volume of production in Bulacan was a consequence of late stocking, low
spat propagation due to water pollution aggravated by changes in weather conditions.
Also, the low production was due to presence of black mussels.



The reduction of harvest in Negros Oriental was attributed to lesser area harvested due
to lesser demand.



In Zamboanga Sibugay, decrease in area due to financial constraints contributed to the
drop in production.



Davao Region, on the other hand, exhibited increment in production.



Growth of oyster production in Davao del Sur was attributed to increase in area
harvested, good growth and additional stakes for propagation.
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Mussel


Mussel production for the quarter reached
9.2 thousand metric tons, which
increased by 54.18 percent from the level
during the same quarter of 2017.



The top three regions which exhibited
increases in production were Eastern
Visayas, CALABARZON and NCR.



The growth in volume of production in Samar was a consequence of newly opened areas
and the resumption of harvesting activities due to the lifting of red tides ban in the
province.



In Cavite, more stocking after using additional medium such as tires, plastic straw, onion
nets aside from bamboo stakes contributed to the increase in production. Also, improved
quality of water and absence of black mussels resulted to bigger sizes of harvest.



The increment in mussel production in Metro Manila was attributed to most operators
installed additional bamboo stakes to enhance harvest during the quarter.



On the other hand, decreases in production were observed in Western Visayas and Bicol
Region.



In Capiz, volume of production dropped since some spats could no longer grow due to
siltation.



The decline in mussel production in Sorsogon was attributed to low demand from buyers
outside the province due to abundant supply in Cavite and Metro Manila.
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If you want to know more about these statistics
Write or call Fisheries Statistics Division
Tel. No.: 376-2063
PSA Website: http://www.psa.gov.ph

