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Background  
 
The Ministerial Conference on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) in 
Bangkok, Thailand in 2014 paved the way for the declaration of CRVS Decade 2015-
2014, and the signing of the Ministerial Declaration to “Get everyone in the picture” in 
Asia and the Pacific. The conference resulted to the enactment of the Regional Action 
Framework to further engage CRVS stakeholders and to achieve universal CRVS 
system (UNESCAP, 2014). 
 
 
The Regional Action Framework on CRVS is composed of 3 goals to achieve universal 
birth and death registration by year 2024. These goals are: Goal 1 – Universal civil 
registration of birth and deaths; Goal 2 – All individuals are provided with legal 
documentation of civil registration of births and deaths, as necessary, to claim identity, 
civil status, and ensuing rights; Goal 3 – Accurate, complete, and timely vital statistics 
(including on causes of death) are produced based on registration records and are 
disseminated. 
 
 
Philippine Government expressed its strong support to the Ministerial Declaration on 
CRVS through the issuance of Proclamation No. 1106 signed by President Benigno 
S. Aquino, III on 20 August 2015 declaring the years 2015 to 2024 as the CRVS 
Decade, and enjoining all national and local government instrumentalities, in 
consultation with the private sector, development partners, and citizenry to actively 
support all activities and programs relevant to “Get every Pinoy and Pinay in the 
Picture”. In response to Proclamation No. 1106, the Philippine Statistics Authority 
established the Inter-Agency Committee on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
(IACCRVS) through PSA Board Resolution No. 12, Series of 2014, to serve as venue 
for discussions and resolution of issues on CRVS, review current techniques / 
methodologies, and recommend policies and workable schemes towards the 
improvement of data generated from CRVS. 
 
 
PSA Board Resolution No. 12, Series of 2014 directed all PSA Regional Statistical 
Services Office (RSSOs) in coordination and cooperation of the regional offices of 
partner agencies to organize and create the Regional Inter-Agency Committee on Civil 
Registration and Vital Statistics (RIACCRVS) in order to harmonize CRVS activities, 
discuss and provide solutions to CRVS issues, and recommend policies and workable 
schemes towards the improvement of data generated from CRVS at the regional level. 
In response to PSA Board Resolution No. 12, series of 2014, Eastern Visayas 
Regional Inter-Agency Committee on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics was 
formally organized on 08 July 2020.  
 
 



3 
 

RIACCRVS Eastern Visayas Region is composed of the following regional agencies: 
Philippine Statistics Authority, Department of Interior and Local Government, 
Department of Health, Department of Social Welfare and Development, Department 
of Education, Office of the Regional Prosecutor – DOJ, Commission on Population 
and Development, Department of Foreign Affairs, Regional Association of Civil 
Registrars 8, and PLAN International. 
 
 
In its meeting on 19 February 2021, RIACCRVS Eastern Visayas Region issued 
Resolution No. 04, series of 2021, calling to action all stakeholders to undertake CRVS 
related initiatives to: a) enhance public awareness on the values of CRVS system and 
remove barriers to registration at all levels; b) continue political commitment to support 
the development and improvement of CRVS system; c) provide sufficient and 
sustainable investment toward making incremental improvements in CRVS system; d) 
provide access to quality legal documentation for all individuals; e) strengthen the 
registration, compilation, analysis, and dissemination for complete and reliable 
statistics on vital events; and f) provide an annual strategic action plan for the 
attainment of the CRVS Decade goals and conduct regular monitoring of its programs, 
projects and activities. 
 
 
This paper will examine the different initiatives undertaken by different CRVS 
stakeholders in Region VIII during the period 2015 to 2019 to see if these initiatives 
has narrowed the gaps and challenges in CRVS specifically in terms of birth and death 
registration as pointed out by PSA in it 2017 World Bank sponsored report “Philippines 
Successes in Improving Birth Registration” (PSA, 2017). 
 
 
Objectives 
 
 
This paper aims to examine the different initiatives conducted by PSA RSSO VIII in 
coordination and cooperation with the RIACCRVS VIII member-agencies, academe, 
private sector, Local Government Units through the City/Municipal Civil Registrars, 
and the effects of this initiatives to birth and death registration in the region. 
 
 
 
Source of Data 
 
The data used in this paper are derived from the Civil Registration System, Unisys, 
and publications from PSA Censuses, and the Department of Health. Other 
information in this paper were sourced from different stakeholders, the RIACCRVS VIII 
member-agencies and Local Civil Registry Offices through an online google sheet 
questionnaire. Information of the different initiatives were gathered through an online 
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survey conducted through google sheet and accomplished by RIACCRVS VIII 
member-agencies and Local Civil Registrars in Region VIII. This paper also utilized 
tables and figures generated by the Analysis of Causes of National Deaths for Action 
(ANACONDA). 
 
 
Findings  
 
 
Trends on Birth Registration 
 
 
Table 1, and Figures 1, and 2 exhibit the total registered births, and the trend of 
registered birth in Region VIII in terms of timely and delayed registered birth from 2015 
to 2019. 
 
 
Table 1. Timely and Delayed Registered Births in Eastern Visayas: 2015-2019 
 

 
Source: PSA and Unisys 

 
 
Table 1 shows the number of timely and delayed registered births and the total number 
of registered births in Eastern Visayas from 2015 to 2019. It appears the total number 
of births registered declines from 85,904 in 2015 to 71,258 in 2019. According to 
Costello and Casterline (2002) the declining number of births could be attributed to the 
level of fertility which in turn is influenced by the following factors: 1) desired fertility, 
which includes the following sub factors as: a) economy, b) culture, values and ideas, 
c) institutional factors and policy instruments; 2) changes in marriage patterns such 
as: a) levels of permanent non-marriage, b) age at entry to first marriage, and c)  
marital dissolution and temporary spousal separation. 
 
 
Data also indicate that there are still births who are registered late. Births registered 
after the reglamentary period of 30 days from the time of birth are considered late or 
delayed pursuant to Administrative Order No. 1, series of 1993. Causes of late or 

Timely Delayed Timely Delayed Timely Delayed Timely Delayed Timely Delayed

EASTERN VISAYAS 68,028   17,876   68,565   15,841   67,795   14,084   60,827   11,301   62,824   8,434     

Total 85,904               84,406               81,879               72,128               71,258               

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Region 
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delayed registration can attributed to the following factors: 1) attitude of parents of the 
child, 2) distance of the household from the LCRO, 3) parent’s negligence, 4) lack of 
knowledge, 5) lack of information, and 6) lack of money (Dagupan, 2003). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1 illustrates the number of births registered on time and the number of births 
registered late. In general the number of timely registered births decreases during the 
period 2015 to 2018 but slightly increase by 1,997 from 2018 to 2019. The trend shows 
a decrease in the number of delayed registered births from 17,876 in 2015 to 8,434 in 
2019. Figure 2 reveals the percent of delayed registered births to the total number of 
registered births from 20.8% in 2015 to 11.8% in 2019. The trend means that there is 
an increasing awareness among the public regarding the importance of birth 
registration and birth certificate. This increasing awareness among the public could be 
attributed to the efforts and initiatives made by different government agencies, the 
PSA, Local Civil Registry Offices (LCROs), and CRVS partners, e.g. Non-Government 
Organization (NGOs), and the academe (see different initiatives in page 19-21). 
 
 
Trends on Death Registration 
 
 
Table 2, and Figures 3, and 4 exhibit the total registered deaths, and the trend of 
registered deaths in Region VIII in terms of timely and delayed registered deaths from 
2015 to 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2. Percent Delayed Registered Births to 

Total Registered Births: 2015-2019 
(Source: PSA and Unisys) 

Figure 1. Timely and Delayed Registered Births: 

2015-2019 
(Source: PSA and Unisys) 
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Table 2. Timely and Delayed Registered Deaths in Eastern Visayas: 2015-2019 
 

 
Source: PSA and Unisys 

 
 
Table 2 exhibits the number of timely and delayed registered death and the total 
number of registered deaths in Eastern Visayas from 2015 to 2019. It shows the total 
number of deaths registered increase from 24,031 in 2015 to 26,899 in 2019. Aside 
from the intensive campaigns from the government especially the Department of 
Health (DOH, 2015), this increase in the registration of death could also be attributed 
to the need of a death certificate as requirement for the issuance of burial permit as 
stipulated in Presidential Decree 856, and the demand for proof of death for 
administrative processes and claims of insurance and other entitlements of the 
deceased’s family (Bradshaw, et al., 2010). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3 shows the number of deaths registered on time and the number of deaths 
registered late. In general the number of timely registered deaths is increasing during 
the period from 22,272 in 2015 to 24,975 2018. Delayed registered deaths is 
decreasing from 1,759 in 2015 to 1,177 in 2017 but sharply increased from 2018 to 
2019. Figure 4 reveals the percent of delayed registered deaths to the total number of 

Timely Delayed Timely Delayed Timely Delayed Timely Delayed Timely Delayed

EASTERN VISAYAS 22,272   1,759     22,534   1,379     23,114   1,177     24,351   1,186     24,975   1,924     

Total

2019

24,031               23,913               24,291               25,537               26,899               

Region 
2015 2016 2017 2018

 

Figure 3. Timely and Delayed Registered Deaths: 

2015-2019 
(Source: PSA and Unisys) 

 

Figure 4. Percent Delayed Registered Deaths to 

Total Registered Births: 2015-2019 
(Source: PSA and Unisys) 
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registered deaths from 7.3% in 2015 to 4.6% in 2018 and surge to 7.2 in 2019. This 
increase in the registration of deaths in Eastern Visayas and lower cased of delayed 
registration of deaths can be attributed to the intensified efforts of CRVS stakeholders 
on the importance of death registration and the vital statistics the will derived from 
death certificates for planning and health programs implementation purposes.  
 
 
The decline of delayed registered deaths from 2015 to 2018 was also attributed to the 
different government programs from the Social Security System (SSS), Government 
Service Insurance System (GSIS), Philippine Veterans’ Affairs Office (PVAO), and 
PhilHealth with financial and non-monetary assistance given to the poor. These 
programs require the submission of civil registry documents including among others 
the death certificate of deceased family members for qualified beneficiaries and for 
insurance claims. Because of this programs the family of the deceased would want to 
immediately register the death of a family member for fast processing of claims and 
benefits.  
 
 
Registered Births by Province 
 

Table 3 exhibits the total number registered births by province in Eastern Visayas from 
2015 to 2019. 
 
 

Table 3. Total Registered Births by Province: 2015-2019 
 

 
Source: PSA / Unisys 

 
 

It appears the total number of registered births by province in general is also 
decreasing from 2015 to 2019 except for Northern Samar which increased by 119 
individuals in 2019. Data indicates that there should be consultations and collaborative 
efforts between and among CRVS stakeholders to determine the actual causes of the 
decline of birth registration and what remedies can be made to address the problem. 

Province 2015 2016 2017 20018 2019

Biliran 4,020       4,005       3,842       3,825       3,447       

Eastern Samar 8,443       8,030       8,175       6,879       6,826       

Leyte 41,312     41,753     40,790     35,822     35,615     

Northern Samar 11,830     11,528     11,231     9,091       9,210       

Samar (Western Samar) 13,318     12,462     11,052     10,533     10,294     

Southern Leyte 6,981       6,628       6,789       5,978       5,866       

Total 85,904   84,406   81,879   72,128   71,258   
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Figure 5 shows the total number of timely and delayed registered births by province 
from 2015 to 2019. Data indicates that there were still a good number of delayed 
registered births during the period covered. Figure 6 reveals the percent of delayed 
registered births to the total number of registered births by province from 2015 to in 
2019. It shows that the province of Northern Samar got the highest of 23.64% and the 
province of Southern Leyte got the lowest of 11.08% of delayed registered births. The 
data pinpoints which provinces should engage and exert more efforts at reducing the 
occurrence of delayed registration. 
 
 

Registered Deaths by Province 
 
 

Table 4 exhibits the total number registered deaths by province in Eastern Visayas 
from 2015 to 2019. 
 

Table 4. Total Registered Deaths by Province: 2015-2019 
 

 
Source: PSA / Unisys 

Province 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Biliran 1,117     1,025     1,105     1,036     1,129     

Eastern Samar 1,894     1,743     1,852     1,891     2,166     

Leyte 11,331   11,493   11,942   13,033   13,642   

Northern Samar 3,586     3,491     3,130     3,199     3,387     

Samar (Western Samar) 3,218     3,135     3,067     3,236     3,563     

Southern Leyte 2,885     3,026     3,195     3,142     3,012     

Total 24,031 23,913 24,291 25,537 26,899 

 

Figure 5. Timely and Delayed Registered Births by 
Province: 2015-2019 

(Source: PSA and Unisys) 

 

Figure 6. Percent Delayed Registered Births to 

Total Registered Births by Province: 2015-2019 
(Source: PSA and Unisys) 
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It appears that the total number of registered deaths by province in general is 
increasing from 2015 to 2019. Registered deaths in Biliran decreased in 2016 and 
2018, Northern Samar experienced a decrease in 2016 and 2017, while Samar also 
encountered a decrease in registered deaths in 2016. The trend in Southern Leyte 
started to decrease from 2017 to 2019, while Leyte continuously increased from 
11,331 in 2015 to 13,642 in 2019. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 7 shows the total number of timely and delayed registered deaths by province 
from 2015 to 2019. Data indicates that there were still a good number of delayed 
registered deaths during the period covered by this paper. Figure 8 reveals the 
percentage of delayed registered deaths to the total number of registered deaths by 
province from 2015 to 2019. It shows that the province of Eastern Samar got the 
highest at 11.77% and the province of Southern Leyte got the lowest at 2.71% of 
delayed registered deaths. The provinces of Northern Samar and Samar got 9.69% 
and 9.86% of delayed registered deaths respectively. This means that the provinces 
of Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, and Samar has to double their efforts to further 
reduce the occurrence of delayed registered deaths while the province of Biliran and 
Southern Leyte should continue its efforts to achieve 100% on time registration of 
deaths. 
 
 
 
Unusable and Insufficiently Coded Causes of Death 
 
 
Tables 5 and 6, and Figures 9 and 10 are generated using the Analysis of Causes of 
National Death for Action (ANACONDA) system and data from the Vital Statistics 

 

4.86

11.77

3.90

9.69 9.86

2.71

0.00

2.00
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8.00

10.00

12.00

14.00
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Samar

Samar
(Western

Samar)
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Figure 7. Timely and Delayed Registered Deaths by 
Province: 2015-2019 

(Source: PSA and Unisys) 

 

Figure 8. Percent Delayed Registered Deaths to 

Total Registered Births by Province: 2015-2019 
(Source: PSA and Unisys) 
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Division of the Philippine Statistics Authority. ANACONDA is a tool designed to help 
users of routine mortality data understand how fit–for-purpose their data are. The 
optimal source of such mortality statistics is a civil registration system covering the 
entire country, with all deaths being medically certified as to the underlying cause. 
 
 
Table 5. Crude Death Rate, Eastern Visayas: 2015-2018 
 

 
Source: PSA CRS-VSD / Generated via ANACONDA 

 
 
Table 5 shows the Crude Death Rate (CDR) of Eastern Visayas covering the period 
2015-2018. CDR is the simplest measure of the mortality level in the population. The 
CRD should generally be greater than 4-5/1000. Values of the CDR below this 
threshold are likely to be indicative of under reporting of death. Since CRDs in Table 
5 are above the threshold it means that there were no under reporting of deaths in 
Eastern Visayas during the years 2015 to 2018. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Crude Death Rate (CDR) 

(per 1000)
2015 2016 2017 2018

MALES 5.8 5.6 5.5 6.1

FEMALES 4.8 4.5 4.5 4.9

9.6% 10.0% 9.3% 9.1%

47.3% 45.8%
48.6% 47.1%

4.8% 4.9% 4.8% 6.6%

38.3% 39.3% 37.3% 37.2%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

2015 2016 2017 2018

Group 1 (Communicable Diseases) Group 2 (Non-communicable Diseases)

Group 3 (External Causes) Unusable and Insufficiently Specified Causes

Figure 9. Broad Causes of Death Groups, Eastern Visayas: 2015-2018 
(Source: PSA CRS-VSD / ANACONDA) 
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Figure 9 exhibits the Broad Causes of Death Groups. Communicable Diseases falls 
under Group 1, Non-Communicable Diseases under Group 2, External Causes under 
Group 3, and those grouped under the “Unusable and Insufficiently Specified Causes”. 
 
 
It is important to note that around 38.0% of the causes of deaths from 2015 to 2018 
falls under the “Unusable and Insufficiently Specified” group – the garbage codes. In 
general, garbage codes are decreasing by small percentage points from 38.3% in 
2015 to 37.2% in 2018, it however increased by 1.0% in 2016. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 10 shows the quality of the causes of death in Eastern Visayas in terms of its 
usability. In indicates that percentage of usable codes ranges from 60.7% to 62.8%. 
Insufficiently Specified codes increased from 24.9% in 2015 to 25.5% in 2018, while 
Unusable codes generally decreased from 13.4% in 2015 to 11.7% in 2018. 
 
 
Unusable and Insufficiently Specified causes refers to causes of deaths diagnosed 
that are or no or limited use because they do not accurately reflect the true underlying 
cause of death. The higher the proportion of unusable and insufficiently specified 
codes, the less informative the entire disease distribution obtained from the usable 
codes will be. 
 

61.6 60.7 62.7 62.8

24.9 25.1 25.3 25.5

13.4 14.1 12.0 11.7

2015 2016 2017 2018

Usable Insuficiently Specified Unusable

Figure 10. Quality of Causes of Death, Eastern Visayas: 2015-2018 
(Source: PSA CRS-VSD / ANACONDA 
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Table 6. Priority Action Areas for Improving Data Quality, Eastern Visayas: 2015-2018 
 

 
Source: PSA CRS-VSD / Generated via ANACONDA 

 
 
Table 6 exhibits the priority action areas for improving data quality based on the 
generated Vital Statistics Performance Index (VSPI). The priority action areas are 
component of the VSPI which aims to pinpoint the most important errors affecting data 
quality and hence the priority for action. 
 
 
Two specific components of the VSPI that requires priority action are the “Quality of 
Cause of Death Reporting” and the “Level of Cause-Specific Detail Available”. The 
quality of cause of death reporting increased from 82.7% in 2015 to 84.1% in 2018, 
while the level of cause specific detail available remains steady at 96.2% from 2015 
to 2018. Efforts to improve CRVS specifically in death registration should focus on 
these two components of the VSPI.   
 
 
 
CRVS Initiatives 
 
These initiative are viewed to be contributory to the progress experienced in birth and 
death registration in Eastern Visayas. 
 
Regional Action Framework Goal 1. Universal Civil Registration of births and deaths 
 
Q1. As member agency/stakeholder of Inter Agency Committee on Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics (IACCRVS), how did you conduct activities to improve and increase 
the level of registration on births? 
 
These are the different initiatives conducted by the Inter-Agency Committee on CRVS 
and other stakeholders to improve and increase the level of birth registration. 
 

 Free registration of vital event on birth 
 Conduct of mobile registration 

Priority Action Areas                              

(Based on VSPI)
2015 2016 2017 2018

Quality of Cause of Death Reporting 82.7 82.1 83.4 84.1

Quality of Age and Sex Reporting 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Level of Cause-Specific Death Available 96.2 96.2 96.2 96.2

Completeness of Death Reporting 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Biological Plausible COD 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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 Conducted an information and education campaign program on CRVS to the 
Local Chief Executives and Sanguniang Members 

 Conduct annual “serbisyo sa barangay” to minimize or eradicate non 
registration of birth 

 Issued Local Ordinance on free issuance of certifications 
 Issued Memorandum Circular to the concerned LGU on compulsory registration 

of vital events 
 Requiring learners for their PSA Birth Certificate for the release of their records 

(DepEd). 
 Advocate on the importance of civil registration to IPs and other 4Ps 

households through the conduct of Family Development Session (DSWD) 
 
 
Common among LCROs is the conduct of mobile registration and free registration of 
vital events especially during civil registration month celebration, and facilitate in the 
issuance of local ordinances and memorandum on compulsory registration and free 
issuance of birth certification. Common among IACCRVS members-agencies is the 
conduct of information dissemination campaigns and advocacy activities to their 
clients regarding the importance of registration of vital events and acquiring a copy of 
their vital records. 
 
Despite these initiatives, there is still the decrease in the number of registered births 
hence there is a need to pinpoint other factors affecting this decline in registered births 
and implement proper intervention to solve the issue and achieve the universal 
registration of births. 
 
 
Q2. As member agency/stakeholder of Inter Agency Committee on Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics (IACCRVS), how did you conduct your activities to improve and 
increase the level of registration on deaths? 
 
These are the different initiatives conducted by the Inter-Agency Committee on CRVS 
and other CRVS stakeholders to improve and increase the level of death registration. 
 

 Free registration of vital event on death 
 Information dissemination 
 Conduct of mobile registration 
 Advocate/trainer on civil registration and vital statistics matters 
 Free issuance of death certificates 
 Conduct an information and education campaign program on CRVS to the 

Local Chief Executives and Sangguniang Members 
 Sponsoring financial assistance on registration of death events 
 Conducted trainings/seminars/workshops to medical attendants in the proper 

accomplishment of death certificates including the cause of death certification 
and continuous training on ICD 10 mortality coding for physician 
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 Build partnership with medical associations to improve death certification 
among physicians 

 Partnership with funeral parlors in registering with death certificates 
 Conduct annual “serbisyo sa barangay” to minimize or eradicate non-

registration of death. 
 
 
The conduct free registration and free issuance of death certification, conduct of 
mobile registration, and sponsoring financial assistance to pay for requirements in the 
delayed registration process were among the top initiatives of LCROs to improve and 
increase the level of death registration. Other initiatives of LCROs were building 
partnership with medical associations and funeral parlors to improve death certification 
among physicians and registration of death.  
 
 
Initiatives of IACCRVS member agencies e.g. PSA in partnership with DOH and 
provincial/city/municipal health offices, is the conduct of trainings/seminars/workshops 
to medical attendants in the proper accomplishment of death certificates including the 
cause of death certification and continuous training on ICD 10 mortality coding for 
physician. These initiatives produced positive results in increasing the registration of 
death and gradually reducing unusable and insufficiently specified codes. 
 
 
Regional Action Framework Goal II. All Individuals are provided with legal 
documentation of civil registration of births and deaths 
 
Q3. As member agency/stakeholders of Inter Agency Committee on Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics (IACCRVS). How did you emphasize that civil registry document of 
births and deaths are of great importance to a person's life? 
 
 
These are the different initiatives conducted by the Inter-Agency Committee on CRVS 
and other CRVS stakeholders to give emphasis on the importance of birth and death 
certificates to a person’s life. 
 

 For validation of identity of social protection and financial assistance 
 As requirement for school enrollment 
 Conduct of information dissemination 

 
 
Initiatives of IACCRVS member agencies e.g. DSWD, DFA and DepEd is the conduct 
of information drive and making the submission of birth and death certificates as 
requirements in school enrollment and in case of DSWD for validation of one’s identity 
in the claims for social and financial assistance. LCROs in partnership with PSA and 
schools regularly conduct CRVS symposiums, CRVS Quiz, and poster-making contest 
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to emphasize the value of civil registration. These initiatives aim to provide all 
individuals with legal documents such as birth and death certificates. These initiatives 
also increased the demand for civil registry documents that triggered both timely and 
delayed registration of births and increased in the registration of deaths. 
 
 
Q4. What are other mechanisms implemented to enhance support to CRVS activities? 
 
 
These are the other mechanisms implemented by the Inter-Agency Committee on 
CRVS and other CRVS stakeholders in support of CRVS activities. 
 

 Issuance of Memorandum Circular to the concerned LGU on compulsory 
registration of vital events 

 Issuance of Local Ordinance on free registration of vital events for indigent and 
marginalized populations for a specific period 

 Implementation of LGU BREQS system where local constituents can get copy 
of civil registry document 

 Regular Meetings between LCRs and Health Facility staff 
 Establishment of Inter-Agency Committee on CRVS Committee 

 
 
LCROs’ foremost mechanisms implemented to enhance their support to CRVS were 
facilitating the issuance of Local Ordinance on free registration of vital events for 
indigent and marginalized population for specific period, issuance of memorandum 
circular regarding compulsory registration of vital events, regular meetings between 
LCROs and health facility staff to share knowledge and hasten coordination, and 
implementation of the Batch Request and Query System (BREQS) at the LGUs to 
facilitate request for the copy issuance of PSA issued civil registry documents. The 
creation of the Regional Inter-Agency Committee on Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (RIACCRVS) is one of the mechanisms collectively implemented by 
member-agencies to strengthen support to the different CRVS activities in the region. 
 
 
Regional Action Framework Goal III.  Accurate, complete and timely vital statistics 
 
Q5. How did you help in the dissemination of the results of vital statistics on births and 
deaths for use in planning and decision-making? 
 
 
These are the initiatives implemented by the Inter-Agency Committee on CRVS and 
other CRVS stakeholders to help in the dissemination of results of vital statistics on 
births and deaths for planning and decision-making and for the government’s program 
implementation. 
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 Utilize social media such as FB page, website, bulletin boards, etc. for vital 
statistics data dissemination 

 Printing of tarpaulins on Civil Registration Month Celebration 
 Conduct of Civil Registration Quiz / Kahoot Quiz in schools / institutions / 

community 
 
 
Common to all the CRVS stakeholders is the use of social media such as Facebook, 
website, office bulletin boards, in their information dissemination campaign. Printing of 
tarpaulins on in support to civil registration month celebration, and conduct of CRVS 
Quiz in schools, LCRO staff, Barangay Secretaries were also among the strategies 
implemented to create the widest awareness campaign and dissemination of vital 
statistics results. These information campaigns resulted to a high level of awareness 
of the public regarding vital statistics and one of its important sources – births and 
death certificates. 
 
 
 
Summary of Findings 
 
 
The following are the summary of findings: 
 

 Trends in total births registered from 2015 to 2019 is declining and number of 
births registered late is also decreasing; 

 Trends in total deaths registered from 2015 to 2019 is increasing while deaths 
registered late is generally decreasing; 

 Total number of registered births in all six provinces in Eastern Visayas 
decreased from 2015 to 2019; 

 The province of Northern Samar got the highest percentage in terms total births 
registered late, while the province of Southern Leyte got the lowest percentage 
of total births registered late; 

 Total number of registered deaths in the provinces of Biliran, Eastern Samar, 
Leyte, Northern Samar, and Samar increased except for the province of 
Southern Leyte; 

 Timely registered deaths increased while deaths registered late decreased 
from 2015 to 2018 but increased in 2019; 

 The provinces of Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, and Samar were among the 
highest in terms of percentage of deaths registered late to the total registered 
deaths, while Biliran and Southern Leyte were the lowest. 

 Gradually decreasing but generally around 38% of the broad causes of death 
falls under the “Unusable and Insufficiently Specified” of garbage codes group; 

 The quality of the causes of death in terms of usability increased; 
 Priority action areas for improving quality death data are “Quality of Cause of 

Death Reporting” and “Level of Cause-Specific Death Available”; 
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 CRVS stakeholders including among others the RIACCRVS member-agencies 
and LCROs are actively supporting and initiating CRVS activities targeting to 
meet the 3 Goals of the Regional Action Framework by 2024. 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
It can be viewed that the various initiatives conducted by the IACCRVS and other 
CRVS stakeholders positively affected the public’s awareness in terms of the 
importance and value of civil registry documents which in turn created demand for 
registration of vital events. These initiatives further be viewed to slightly narrowed the 
gaps and challenges in CRVS specifically in terms of birth and death registration but 
there are still plenty of things to do to address the declining number of registered births, 
further improve the increasing number of registered deaths, improve the coding of 
causes of death, and further minimize or eradicate delayed registration of births and 
deaths in Eastern Visayas. 
 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
 
Concerned agencies and all CRVS stakeholders should intensify collaboration and 
harmonization of programs to address the decreasing birth registration and eradicate 
delayed registration of births and deaths, and assess current initiatives and adopted 
strategies to meet the target goals of the CRVS Regional Action Framework. Policies 
and structural adjustments should be implemented to channel more resources to 
different health programs and projects that affect birth and death registration in the 
country. Further in-depth studies should be conducted to actually pinpoint which 
aspects of CRVS in Eastern Visayas is weak or lagging behind, the factors affecting 
birth and death registration, and  
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