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Child abuse and neglect, as defined by the World Health Organization (WHO), include all forms 
of physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect and negligent treatment, emotional abuse, and 
exploitation which result to an actual or potential harm to a child’s health, development or 
dignity. 
 
In the 2006 World Report on Violence Against Children published by the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), child maltreatment was acknowledged as the main global problem 
which happens in every country, among different cultures and across social groups. The report 
concluded that the violence experienced by a child is most often perpetuated by a person that 
the child knows and should be able to trust such as parents, spouses and partners, boyfriends 
or girlfriends, teachers, and employers. 
 
Recognizing the occurrence of this problem in the country – the evidences being the reported 
cases of battered and abandoned children, children who are victims of rape, incest, 
prostitution, human trafficking, and even bullying – the Council for the Welfare of Children 
(CWC) proposed the conduct of the National Baseline Survey on Violence Against Children (NBS 
VAC). The survey specifically aims to accomplish the following: 
 

 Estimate the national prevalence of violence against children in various forms and 
settings; 

 Identify the potential risk and protective factors of violence against children; 
 Enumerate the health consequences of child maltreatment; 
 Assess children’s knowledge and utilization of health, legal and welfare services related 

to violence against children; 
 Obtain stakeholders’ views about the issue, including perceived reasons on why violence 

against children persists in the Philippine setting and on the adequacy/inadequacy of 
existing services, type of services still needed, their readiness to implement the services, 
as well as their capacity-building needs; 

 Make recommendations on improving and enhancing interventions to better identify, 
prevent and respond to violence against children; and 

 Identify areas for further research. 
  

The survey is done in collaboration with the United Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Philippines, 
Department of Health (DOH), Philippine Council for Health and Research and Development 
(PCHRD), Consuelo Zobel Alger Foundation, United States Centers for Disease Control (US-CDC), 
and Child Protection Network Foundation, Inc. 
 
The study will implement decisions geared towards the best interest of the children. Before the 
interview, the respondents will be assured that their information will be made confidential. The 
children will also be told that in the event they express a need for help or support, or if the 



interviewer judges their situation as critical and urgent (based on the interview responses and 
behavioral observations during the interview process, for which the interviewers will be trained 
to discern), they will be referred to someone (a member of the Response Team) who can help 
them with their current situation. There will be a Response Team for each region who can be 
accessed anytime during the field work. The Response Team is composed of region-based 
service providers trained by the Department of Justice (DOJ) and DOH on the management of 
child abuse cases.  
 
The data collection phase of the survey will begin in April 2014 and will be distributed among 
6,806 randomly selected households and 6,806 individuals nationwide. Personal interviews will 
be done with the households and individuals. For consistency and comparability with VAC 
studies conducted in other countries, the survey respondents will primarily be male and female 
individuals aged 13 to 24 years. Key informant interviews will also be conducted with 
community stakeholders. 
 
On 11 December 2013, the NBS VAC was reviewed and granted clearance by the National 
Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB) through the Statistical Survey Review and Clearance 
System (SSRCS), a mechanism institutionalized through NSCB Resolution No. 4 (series of 1988), 
“Clearance of Statistical Survey Forms/Questionnaires”, in order to ensure that 
censuses/surveys conducted/sponsored by government agencies conform with standard 
definitions concepts and classifications, and to ascertain that statistics generated from these 
instruments are reliable, comparable, and consistent. 
 
Results of the survey will be released in December 2014. The results will be utilized to develop 
proactive responses in the aspects of prevention, protection, recovery, and healing related to 
violence against children. Results shall also contribute to the country’s achievement of the 
following Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): 
 

 Goal No. 2: Achieve universal primary education 
 Goal No. 3: Promote gender equality and empower women 
 Goal No. 4: Reduce child mortality 
 Goal No. 6: Combat Human Immunodeficiency Virus/ Acquired Immunodeficiency 

Syndromes (HIV/AIDS), malaria, and other diseases 
 
In light of this, the public is enjoined to participate in the survey. 
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