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God of…

Translators and interpreters
Financial gain
Commerce

Eloquence
Messages
Communication
Travelers
Boundaries
Luck
Trickery
Thieves

https://www.eso.org/public/outreach/eduoff/vt-2004/mt-2003/mt-mercury-mythology.html
https://historycooperative.org/mercury-roman-god/

https://stamps.org/news/c/collecting-insights/cat/exploring-stamps/post/explore-an-icon-with-exploring-stamps-mercury-god-of-messages-and-communication

Smithsonian | Photo taken May 2023

https://www.eso.org/public/outreach/eduoff/vt-2004/mt-2003/mt-mercury-mythology.html
https://historycooperative.org/mercury-roman-god/
https://stamps.org/news/c/collecting-insights/cat/exploring-stamps/post/explore-an-icon-with-exploring-stamps-mercury-god-of-messages-and-communication


ht
tp
s:
//
2.
bp

.b
lo
gs
po

t.c
om

/-
pO

ZG
pp

HK
sW

M
/T
rd
O
Bk
ty
D6

I/A
AA

AA
AA

AE
pM

/f
-H
y8
sD
4U

Q
A/
s1
60

0/
do

or
kn
oc
ki
ng
.jp
g

https://www.thefunstons.com/keep-your-mouth-shut-from-the-daily-office-october-29-2012/
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https://c2.staticflickr.com/8/7388/9151943045_80b811e698_b.jpg



https://live.staticflickr.com/3301/3437597342_689623b441_n.jpg

https://duckduckgo.com/?q=royco+noodles&t=newext&atb=v284-
1&iar=images&iax=images&ia=images&iai=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.definitelyfili

pino.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F09%2Froyco-soup.png

https://media.istockphoto.com/photos/soup-numbers-picture-id463814711



https://w
w
w
.am

byrne.com
/2017/11/30/big-data-w

atching-know
-m

uch-know
/



https://businessmirror.com.ph/2019/04/05/from-condoms-to-false-teeth-phl-trade-in-quirky-goods-
bites-wide-into-global-market/

FILIPINOS have exported smiles—literally. Data crunched by the 
BusinessMirror reveals that the Philippines has been exporting artificial 
teeth and other goods that allow the country to bite into markets 
traditionally dominated by food and semiconductors.
The country’s export bill of  artificial teeth, for one, increased annually or 
had a compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of  27.21 percent from 
2008 to 2018.
Last year, over 2.2 million pieces of  artificial teeth, valued at $13.344 
million, made their way to the world, including Germany and Japan. 
This figure was the highest volume exported in history by the Philippines.
Topping the list of  quirky goods flowing out of  the country are wigs, 
false eyelashes, false eyebrows made from human hair and synthetic 
materials, and even human hair prepared for making wigs.
On the other hand, topping the list of  unusual goods flowing inside the 
country is condom as there’s no local manufacturer for the product 
despite the Philippines being a rubber-producing nation.
Imports of  reproductive health products, including condoms and pills, 
were constantly expanding at an annual growth rate of  22.20 percent.



https://businessmirror.com.ph/2019/05/02/activated-carbon-the-new-ember-warming-up-phl-economy/

DAVAO CITY AND MANILA—Black is the new color of  money; 
and it grows on trees. Coconut trees, in fact, that are abundant in the 
archipelago.
According to University of  the Philippines economist Ramon 
Clarete, coconuts grow best three kilometers from the shore and, 
being an archipelago, the Philippines is naturally endowed with 
what would seem an endless coastline peppered with rows of  
coconuts.
The size of  the country’s coconut industry has allowed the 
Philippines to diversify into various products beyond coconut meat 
and juice. The Philippines produces coconut oil, coir—and, since 
the 1970s, activated carbon.
Activated carbon (AC), which is midnight black, is fast becoming 
the Philippines’s major export, a $100-million revenue-generating 
industry.
The traded commodity, which is made from coconut shells, has been 
posting a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of  17.92 percent 
since 1991.



https://businessmirror.com.ph/2019/10/31/pre-and-post-rice-trade-liberalization-law-big-traders-gaming-farmer-groups/

RIGHT from the get-go, experts had projected the opening up of  the 
Philippine rice market as the gateway to a better life for Filipinos: 
lower staple prices leading to slower inflation and lesser hunger.
Indeed, the liberalization of  the country’s rice industry allowed the 
unabated entry of  cheaper imported staple.
As figures released by the Bureau of  Plant Industry (BPI) showed, 
about 1.614 million metric tons (MMT) of  rice from seven countries 
entered the Philippine market, from March 5, when Republic Act 
11203 (the rice trade liberalization law) took effect, to October 4.
The BPI data showed over 208 rice importers were behind the volume 
of  imports. Surprisingly, more than half  of  these are farmer-members 
of  cooperatives or irrigators’ associations.
The BPI data also revealed that, as of  August 30, over 120 farmers’ 
cooperatives and associations applied to import rice since RA 11203, 
or the rice trade liberalization law, took effect.
They accounted for 51 percent (about 1.427 MMT) of  the 2.776 
MMT applied volume for rice imports, BPI data showed.
The BPI approved all of  these applications with sanitary and 
phytosanitary import clearances (SPS-IC): the last piece of  paper that 
allowed these groups to proceed with their importation.





https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/10/18/becoming-30-at-12/

AS the eldest daughter, somehow, Alicia (not her real name) knew she 
would continue studying along with her brothers. But it almost did not 
happen for her.
When she turned 12, some relatives told her father, who had suddenly lost 
his job on the eve of enrollment, “It’s more important to keep your six 
boys studying since they’ll be working. Your girl is 12 now [and] in a few 
years she will get married and her husband will feed her. She’ll be of no 
economic value to you.”
The statement came as a complete shock to one of Alicia’s uncles. He 
immediately intervened and put a stop to the nonsense. Another aunt also 
stepped in and endeavored to help Alicia find scholarships to keep her in 
school. “So from age 12, I had to fend for myself academically.”
But that was over five decades ago. At home, Alicia eventually became the 
primary breadwinner of the family as she built her career. In the 
workplace, she is considered one of the most respected leaders in her field 
of choice.
She has worked to help many young men and women find their way in the 
world while supporting her family. All these would not have been possible 
if she hadn’t been saved by her “guardian angels.”
But not all girls are as lucky as Alicia.
Many of them end up married off to older men or become mothers even 
before they reach their teen years. They became victims of the deafening 
silence that surrounds the issue of child brides and teen mothers.



Alexander Calder | Photo taken June 2023

“The clashing point of two subjects, 
two disciplines, two cultures—of 
two galaxies, so far as that goes—
ought to produce creative 
chances.”

-- Snow, 1959
https://metode.cat/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Rede-lecture-2-cultures.pdf




