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The 2020 Annual Poverty lndicators Survey (APIS) included questions related
to the provision of adequate drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH)
facilities similar to its first introduction in the 2017 APIS. The inclusion of WASH
was primarily done to monitor the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
national indicators. This report presents the WASH indicators based on the
results of the 2020 APIS.

Sanffation

ln 2020, about four out of five families (80.4%) had a basic sanitation servie
level or used an improved sanitation facility not shared with another household.
Moreover, about one out of 10 families (13.5%) had a limited service level, or
equivalent to using an improved sanitation facility but shared with two or more
households. The remaining 3.3 percent families with no sanitation facility
practice open defecation, and 2.6 percent families had an unimproved servie
level. (Table 1a)

Urban (80.9%) and rural (79.9%) areas had almost similar proportion of families
with access to basic sanitation facility. Urban area coverage with 15.7 percent
of families using limited sanitation facility is higher than that in rural areas at
11.2 percent. On the contrary, the number of rural residents with families
practicing open defecation (5.6%) is higher than that of urban residents (1.60lo).
(Table 2b, and Figure 1)
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Figure 1. Percentage of Families by Sen'ice Level of Sanitation
Facility and Residence, Philippines: 202A AHS
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By region, the top three regions with the highest percentage of families with
basicservice sanitation facilities were Cagayan Valley (87.5o/o), CALABARZON
(87.4o/o), and Central Luzon (87.2o/o). On the other hand, the three regions with
the lowest percentage of families were Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao or BARMM (39.3%), Davao Region (72.Ao/o), and
SOCCSKSARGEN (72.5o/o). In addition, BARMM had the highest perentage
of families with unimproved seruice level facilities (24.4a/o), and families
practicing open defecation with no toilet facility (19.6%). (Table 1b, and Figure
2)

Figure 2. Top Three Regions by Percentage of Families with
Service Level $anitation Facilities,

Philippines: 2OZA APIS
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Hand Washing

Nine in every 10 (90.6%) of the 26 million Filipino families had a hand washing
facility, mainly in the form of fixed facility with sink/tap (66.7%) in the dwelling
unit. Among those with available handwashing facility, majority had available
water (97 .3o/o), and provision of bar/liquid soap (87 .$a/o) and/or detergent soap
(37.8o/o) in hand washing. (l-able 2a)

By type of handwashing service level, most families (92.1 percent) had access
to basic handwashing facilities or handwashing facilities on premises with soap
and water. (Table 2b)

Comparison by residence status showed that an almost similar percentage of
families had access to available handwashing service level facilities. To show,
about 93.3 percent of families in urban areas had available basic service
handwashing facilities which is closely followed by 91.1 percent of families in
rural areas. The same is true for limited service level handwashing facilities with
3.4 percent in urban and 4.1 percent in rural areas. Further, about 3.4 percent
of families had no handwashing facility in urban areas while 4.8 percent in rural
areas. (Table 2a, and Figure 3)

Souroe; Philippine Sfail.sfr'cs Authority,2020 Annualfuverty lndicatorc Surueys

Across regions, the National Capital Region or NCR (97.4o/o) had the highest
percentage of families with access to basic service handwashing facilities,
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Figure 3. Percentage of Families by Service Level of Handwashing Facilities
and Residence, Philippines: 2020 APIS
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followed by Cordillera Administrative Region (97.2o/o), and Cagayan Valley
(95.8olo). Regions with the lowest percentage of families were Davao Region
(88.7o/ol, SOGCSKSARGEN (85.3%), and BARMM (82.7olo). (Table 2b, and
Figure 4)

Soure; Philippine SfafisfibsAuthority,2020 Annual fuverty lndicators Surveys

Drinking Water

Results of the 2AZA APIS showed that majority of families had an improved
source of drinking water (97.io/o),with almost half of which were refrlling stations
(47.8o/o), and one-fifth came from water piped into dwelling unit (20.3Ya).

On the sufficiency of drinking water, majority of families reported that drinking
water was sufficient (91.3 percent). However, four in every five families (80.2
percent) did not practice any method or treatment in ensuring that drinking water
is safe to drink. (Table 3a)

4

Figure 4- Top Three HighesUlowest Regions by Percentage of Families with Basic Service Level
of Handwashing Facilities,

Philippines: 2020 APIS
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About nine in every ten families (93.9 percent) had basic service level with
drinking water ftom an improved source with roundtrip collection time not more
than 30 minutes. (Table 3b)

Percentage of families with basic drinking water service level in urban areas
(96.9%) was higher than in rural areas (90.6%). The reverse is true for families
with limited service level of which rural area coverage $.AY$ was higher than
that in urban areas (1.7o/o). Likewise, those with unimproved service level in
rural areas (5.1olo) were higher than in urban areas (1.4o/o). Oable 3b, and
Figure 5)

Soure : Pftilippi ne Sfafisfics Authority, Annual Poverty lndicaforc Surueys

Across regions, the NCR (99.4%) had the highest percentage with almost all
families had access to basic service level of drinking water, followed by llocos
Region (98.4%), and Central Luzon (97.4o/o). Regions with lesser access to
basic service level were BARMM (73.3o/o), Zamboanga Peninsula (86%), and
Central Visayas (88.8%). Additionally, BARMM had the highest percentage of
families with acoess to non-basic service level of drinking water, namely, limited
service level (8.3%), unimproved service level (15.2o/o), and surface water
(3.2o/o'). (Table 3b, and Figure 6)
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Figure 5. Percentage of Families by Sen ice Level of Drinking Water,
Philippirres: 2020 API S
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Figure 6. Top Three HighesULowest Regions by Percentage of Families with Basic
Service Level of Drinking Water Services,

Philippines: 2020 APIS
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TECHN$CAL NOTES

The Annual Poverty lndicators Survey (APIS) is a nationwide survey conducted by the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) that is designed to provide non-income indicators
related to poverty at the national level. lt also gathered data on the socio-economic
profile of families and other information related to their living condition. ln the 2O2A
APIS, around 44,000 sample households were covered nationwide.

ln consonance with SDG monitoring on sanitation, hand washing, and drinking water
services has been classified according to service levels classification to benchmark,
and compare seryice levels across countries.l

Sanitation Service Lelrels

** ln and 2a20 drsposa I and treatm,ent ol' exc{eta were not very common within household
levels or that the families were not aware haw the excreta were treated, whether on site or transported
and treated offsite. Hene, families using improved sanitation facilities were not classified as fo using
or not using safely managed sanitation seryrbes.

Handwashinq Service Levels

7

*SAFELY MANAGED
Use of improved facilities which are not shared with other households and
where excreta are safelv disposed in situ or transported and treated off-site
BASIC
Use of improved facilities which are not shared with other households
LIMITED
Use of improved facilities shared between two or more households
UNIMPROVED
Use of pit latrines without a slab or platform, hanging latrines or bucket
latrines
OPEN DEFECATION
Disposal of human faeces in fields forests, bushes, open bodies of water,
beaches and other open spaces or with solid waste

lmproved sanitation facilities are those designed to hygienically separate excreta from
human contact. These indude the following: flush/pourflush to piped sewer systems, septic
tanks, or pit latrines; ventilated improved pit latrines, composting toilets or pit latrines with
slabs-

BASIC
Availabili$ of a handwashing facility on premises with soap and water
LIMITED
Availability of a handwashing facility on premises without soap and water
NO
No oill rnis*s

1 The WHO/UNICEF JMP Report,2A17



"SAFELY MANAGED
Drinking water from an improved water source which is located on
premises, available when needed and free from faecal and priority chemical
contamination

Drinking water from an improved source, provided collection time is not
more than 30 minutes for a roundtrip includino queuino

BASIC

LIMITED
Drinking water from an improved source for which collection time exceeds
30 minutes for a roundtrip includinq queuing
UNIMPROVED
Drinking water from an unprotectecE dug well or unprotected spring

SURFACE WATER
Drinking water directly from a river, dam, lake, pond, stream, canal, or
inigation canal

drinking water sour@s as those that have potentialt to deliver safe water by
nature of their design and construction. lmproved water sources include piped water,
boreholes or tubewells, protected dug wells, protected springs, rainwater, and packaged or
delivered water. Families that use bottled water or refilling stations for drinking are classified
as using an improved source only if the waterthey use for cooking and handwashing comes
from an improved source.

lmproved

Drinking Water Service Levels

and 2020 APIS, water quality testing
using safely managed drinking water were not classr/'ied.

water was nat conducted; hence, families

1 lrnproved water source does not guarantee that the water will ire safe for drinking.
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Drinking Water Characteristics 2A2A APIS 2419 APIS
Urban Rrrral Total Urban Rural Total

13,332 12,516i 25,949
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0.1
0,1'

100
91 .3
6.4
0.4
1.0
0.1
0"8

100

90.9
0.8
7,3
0.6
0.3

100

70.€i

1 .tr

24.ei

2.fi
0.f)

100

81 .1

1.1

15.7
1.5
0.6

13,041 12,269 25,310

100
98.1
24,5
3.5
2.2
1.7
4.0
1.6
1.2
0.1

56.9
1.9
0.6

100
93.4
15.9
7.4
1.8
6.2

15.8
5.1
5.4
0.5

32.7

1.9
1.0

100
95.8
zfi.4
5.2
2.O
3.9
9.7
3.3
3.3
0.3

45.2

1.9
0.8

1.9
0.4
0.5
0.9

*
*
*

6.S
2.1
2.7
1.6

*

4.2
,t

4.2
1.2
1.5
1.2

0.1
0.1

10.9
4.7
4.8
4.1
1,8
0.1
1.0
1.0

80.3

12.5
0.9
9.2
1.5
3.1
0.1
0.3
0.9

77.3

11,7
0.8
6.9
2.9
2.4
0.1
0.7
0"9

78.8

100
82.7
13.9
0.5
0.9
o.7
1,3

100
87.7

8.1
0.3
1.8
1.1

0"9

100
85.2
11.1

0.4
1.3
0.9
1_1

100
89.1

1.6
8.6
0.6
0.1

100

72.5
2.6

21.8
2.7
0.3

100

81.0
2.1

15.0
1.V

0.2

Table 3a. Percentage of Families by Source of Drinking Water, Time to Obtain Drinking Water, Treatment of Drinking Water, and
Sufficiency of Water, According to their Residence. Philippines, 2019 and 2020

Notes:

1. Families that use bottled water or refilling stations for drinking are classified as using an improved source only if the water they use for
cooking and handwashing comes from an improved source. Otherwise, they are classified as unimproved source of drinking water.

2. Families may report muttiple water treatment methods, so the sum of water treatment may exceed 100 percent.
3. The source of water for drinking, cooking and handwashing is located in own dlvelling or in own yard/plot.
4. * An asterisk indicates that a figure is based on fewer than 25 unweighted caser.,i and has been suppressed.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2019 and 2020 Annual Poverty lndicators Surveys
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