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TECHNICAL NOTES 

  

 This Fisheries Situation Report presents the data on volume and value of production 

of fisheries for the third quarter of 2018.  It contains information on the current situation by 

major species of the three (3) fisheries subsector, namely: commercial and municipal 

fisheries, and aquaculture.  It serves as output of the four (4) fisheries surveys regularly 

conducted by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA).  The surveys are Quarterly 

Commercial Fisheries Survey (QCFS), Quarterly Municipal Fisheries Survey (QMFS), 

Quarterly Inland Fisheries Survey (QIFS) and Quarterly Aquaculture Survey (QAqS).  

The QCFS gathers data on volume of unloading on sample traditional landing 

centers of the subsector.  The sample landing centers were selected using stratified simple 

random sampling method.  A structured survey form, QCFS Form 1, is used. Five (5) key 

informants per landing center are the respondents to the survey.  The information being 

gathered are volume of unloading and price per kilogram of top 31 species and those under 

the others category.  In addition, data are collected from the administrative records of non-

traditional landing centers such as those that are managed by the Philippine Fisheries 

Development Authority (PFDA), local government unit (LGU) and private entity.  The survey 

is conducted in 58 provinces.  

The QMFS is undertaken in similar manner as commercial fisheries in terms of 

sampling design, data collection and species coverage.  However, interview is conducted on 

sample municipal traditional landing centers using QMFS Form 1. Data gathering activities 

from administrative records are conducted for PFDA and LGU managed landing centers, 

whichever is applicable.  There are 67 provinces covered for this undertaking. 

The volume of catch of inland fishing households are obtained through the QIFS.  

Simple random sampling was employed in the selection of sample inland fishing household.  

QIFS Form 1 is utilized to obtain data from household head or any knowledgeable member 

of the sample household.   The survey form captures the volume of catch and price of 34 

inland species in 76 provinces. 

The QAqS provides the volume and value of production for the aquaculture 

subsector.  There are 13 aquafarm types, namely: brackishwater fishpond, pen and cage; 

freshwater fishpond, pen and cage; marine pen and cage; oyster; mussel; seaweed; rice fish 

and small farm reservoir (SFR).  For each aquafarm type, municipalities belonging to the 

cumulative share of 80% to total aquafarm area are taken as samples.  For each sample 

municipalities, 8 - 5 sample aquafarms are selected.  The respondents are the owner, 

operator and/or caretaker of the sample aquafarms.  The survey covers 17 species in 82 

provinces.   
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Prior to the conduct of the surveys, orientation/briefing of field staff and Statistical 

Researchers (SRs) are conducted to discuss the accomplishment of the survey forms and 

data collection procedures.  Field staffs are assigned to supervise the entire operations.  To 

ensure the accuracy of gathered data, spot checking and back-checking are done in 

selected provinces.   

As a form of quality control, there are three (3) levels of data review, which are 

provincial, regional and national.  Data are checked as to accuracy, completeness and 

consistency during each stage.  The process involves thorough data analysis with 

information and indicators like historical data, weather conditions, pests and diseases, 

government programs, policies and regulations and other auxiliary data.   

 The data sets are classified according to the Philippine Standard Geographic Code 

(PSGC). 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Volume of Production by Subsector and by Species, Philippines, 
July to September 2018 

 

The total volume of fisheries production was 

registered at 972.91 thousand metric tons.  

It posted a decrement of 0.04 percent from 

level in the same quarter of 2017.  

Commercial and municipal fisheries 

displayed downtrend during the period while 

aquaculture subsector showed improvement 

on harvests.   Of the major species, milkfish, 

yellowfin tuna, roundscad and tiger prawn 

outputs went down by 7.92, 14.97, 7.05 and 

5.84 percent, respectively.  On the other 

hand, improvements were noted in seaweed 

(5.16%), tilapia (13.88%) and skipjack 

(2.30%).   

Commercial fisheries volume of production 

was recorded at 232.81 thousand metric 

tons which was 1.60 percent lower than the 

previous year’s level. The subsector 

contributed 23.93 percent of the total 

fisheries output. 

During the period, municipal fisheries 

production diminished by 2.67 percent.  The 

subsector came out with 273.24 thousand 

metric tons.     Of this volume, 84.37 percent 

was contributed by marine municipal while 

the rest came from inland fisheries.  

Municipal fisheries comprised 28.08 percent 

of the fisheries sector. 

Aquaculture subsector displayed positive 

performance of 2.40 percent during the 

quarter.  Volume of harvests from 

aquaculture farms was posted at 466.86 

thousand metric tons.  The subsector had 

the biggest share of 47.99 percent to total 

fisheries.                 

 

FISHERIES 

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 

MUNICIPAL FISHERIES 

AQUACULTURE 
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PRODUCTION OF MAJOR SPECIES 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Of the total milkfish production, 98.53 percent was accounted to aquaculture 
subsector while 1.47 percent was from inland municipal subsector. 
 

 Western Visayas, CALABARZON and Ilocos Region were the top producing 
regions of milkfish which comprised 69.64 percent of the total milkfish harvested 
during the quarter. 
 

 During the period, declines in production were noted in ten (10) regions with 
CALABARZON, Central Luzon and SOCCSKSARGEN recording significant 
decreases at 33.14, 10.88 and 59.54 percent, respectively. 
 

 On the other hand, the other six (6) regions exhibited output increments led by 
Western Visayas and Davao Region with respective growth of 10.87 and 9.66 
percent. 

 

Milkfish (Bangus) 

 A total of 99.26 thousand metric 
tons of milkfish was produced 
during the third quarter of 2018.  
Output declined by 7.92 percent 
from the previous year’s 
performance. 
 

 For the past three (3) years, 
downward trend in milkfish 
production was observed.  From 
0.73 percent decrease in 2017, a 
higher decrease of 7.92 percent 
was recorded in the same quarter 
in 2018. 
 

 
 
.  
 
 

  0.0   ⸗ 
 

Milkfish: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Tilapia 
 

 Total volume of tilapia production 
during the third quarter of 2018 
was 59.75 thousand metric tons 
which was 13.88 percent higher 
than in the same quarter a year 
ago. 

 Minimal decline by 0.23 percent in 
tilapia production was observed 
during the same quarter in 2017. 
However, species output went up 
by double-digit percentage in 
2018. 

  The bigger portion of its total production of 79.02 percent was contributed by 
the aquaculture sector and 20.98 percent was captured from inland bodies of 
water. 

 The top tilapia producing regions were CALABARZON and Central Luzon which 
accumulated 65.60 percent of the total tilapia harvests during the period. 

 During the quarter, the top two (2) tilapia producing regions were the dominant 
regions that contributed to the overall tilapia performance. The said regions 
exhibited growth of 19.98 percent and 12.45 percent, respectively. 

 On the contrary, eight (8) regions reported decreases in production. Davao, 
Ilocos and Bicol regions were the top contributors to the decline. 
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Tilapia: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Tiger Prawn 
 

 Volume of tiger prawn production 
during the third quarter reached          
9.55 thousand metric tons which 
dropped by 5.84 percent 
compared to the level of same 
quarter in 2017.  
 

 From 2016 to 2017, tiger prawn 
output grew by merely 0.80 while it 
dropped by 5.84 percent during 
the same quarter in 2018.   

 
 

 Of the total tiger prawn production, 99.71 percent was accounted to aquaculture 
while the remaining came from inland municipal. 
 

 In terms of volume, the top tiger prawn producing regions were Northern 
Mindanao and Central Luzon with combined share of 80.72 percent. However, 
these regions exhibited decreases during the quarter with 10.71 percent and 
5.36 percent, respectively. 
 

 On the other hand, seven (7) regions recorded increments in production. 
Central Visayas, Davao Region and Eastern Visayas were the top contributors 
to the increase. 
 

 
 

  0.0 
  ⸗ 
 

Tiger Prawn: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Roundscad (Galunggong)  
 

 Total unloadings of roundscad 
during the third quarter of 2018 was 
estimated at 43.83 thousand 
metrics tons. It was 7.05 percent 
lower than its level in same quarter 
in 2017. 

 

 Roundscad production displayed 
continuous decline for three (3) 
consecutive years at 3.87 and 7.05 
percent in 2017 and 2018, 
respectively.  

 

 Of the total output, 69.04 percent was accounted to commercial fisheries 
subsector.  The rest were unloadings by municipal fishing boats. 
 

 National Capital Region (NCR), Zamboanga Peninsula and ARMM were the top 
producer of the species.  During the quarter, their combined volume comprised 
52.71 percent of the total roundscad production. 
 

 The regions that pulled down the overall outcome of roundscad production were 
Western Visayas, Bicol Region and Zamboanga Peninsula. 
 

 On the contrary, NCR and ARMM exhibited increases of 57.52 percent and 
14.39 percent, respectively. 
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Roundscad: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 



  
 

July – September  2018 FISHERIES SITUATION REPORT 9 

 

Skipjack (Gulyasan) 
 

 Skipjack production was recorded 
at 61.42 thousand metric tons 
during the quarter which showed 
an increase of 2.30 percent from 
previous year’s level.  
 

 From the third quarter of 2016 to 
2017, skipjack production 
maintained its positive 
performance at 1.70 percent which 
further improved by 2.30 percent in 
2018. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Commercial fisheries subsector shared 89.23 percent of its total production 
while the 10.77 percent came from the marine municipal landing centers. 
 

 The volume of skipjack unloaded in General Santos fish port in 
SOCCSKSARGEN comprised 80.97 percent of the total skipjack production. 
 

 During the period, skipjack unloadings in SOCCSKSARGEN, Zamboanga 
Peninsula and CALABARZON accelerated by 5.41 percent, 10.59 percent and 
41.49 percent, respectively. 
 

 However, production dropped in Eastern Visayas (27.85%), MIMAROPA 
(42.23%) and Bicol Region (49.04%). 

 

 

 

  0.0 
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Skipjack: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Yellowfin Tuna (Tambakol/Bariles) 

 Yellowfin tuna production during 
third quarter was estimated at 
19.70 thousand metric tons.  It was 
14.97 percent lesser than its level 
a year ago. 

 
 The third quarter year-on-year 

comparison of production indicated 
decreasing trend.  The double-digit 
drop of 14.97 percent in 2018 
surpassed the 9.86 percent 
decline during the previous year.  

 Of the total production, commercial fisheries contributed 55.59 percent while 
44.41 percent came from marine municipal fisheries. 

 

 SOCCSKSARGEN, ARMM and Zamboanga Peninsula were the top yellowfin 
tuna producing regions, which constituted 53.86 percent of the total unloading 
during the period. 

 

 The regions that displayed drop in production during the quarter were 
SOCCSKSARGEN, MIMAROPA and Davao Region at 35.78, 56.12 and 48.35 
percent, respectively. 

 

 Meanwhile, Western Visayas, Central Luzon and Zamboanga Peninsula pulled 
up its production with growth rates of 129.28, 81.07 and 15.62, respectively. 

  

Yellowfin Tuna: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 



  
 

July – September  2018 FISHERIES SITUATION REPORT 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seaweed 

 Seaweed production for the third 
quarter of 2018 reached 292.62 
thousand metric tons which was 
higher by 5.16 percent compared 
with the previous year’s output of 
278.25 thousand metric tons. 

 Seaweed outputs accelerated 
during the same period in the past 
three (3) years.  It was also 
observed that the current year’s 
increase (5.16%) was higher than 
the 0.37 percent increment from 
2016 to 2017.  

 During the quarter, the top three (3) producing regions contributed 78.05 
percent of the country’s seaweed production. ARMM accounted for almost half 
(45.97%) while MIMAROPA (16.05%) and Zamboanga Peninsula (16.04%) of 
total production. 
 

 Regions that contributed to the output expansion were Bicol Region, 
Zamboanga Peninsula and ARMM which posted 52.26, 10.31 and 1.78 percent 
increments, respectively. 

 

 In contrast, shortfalls on seaweed harvests were reported in Visayas area 
namely: Western, Eastern and Central Visayas. 

 

  0.0 
  ⸗ 
 

Seaweed: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Frigate Tuna (Tulingan) 
 

 Total production of frigate tuna 
during the third quarter of 2018 
was at 26.46 thousand metric tons. 
It went down by 4.38 percent from 
output in the same quarter of 
2017. 
 

 Declining trend of frigate tuna 
production was observed every 
third quarter in the past three (3) 
years.  In 2017, 8.21 percent 
decline was recorded.  It further 
decreased by 4.38 percent in the 
succeeding year. 

 Of the total frigate tuna production, municipal fisheries shared 50.52 percent 
and commercial fisheries with 49.48 percent. 
 

 Top regions in terms of frigate tuna production were ARMM, Bicol Region, and 
Zamboanga Peninsula.  The combined volume of the said region comprised 
48.28 percent of the nationwide output. 
 

 The downtrends were traced from SOCCSKSARGEN, NCR, and 
CALABARZON with double-digit decreases of 53.72, 67.58, and 19.89 percent, 
respectively. 
 

 However, Davao Region, ARMM, and MIMAROPA displayed improvements by 
193.53, 9.98, and 17.13 percent, respectively. 
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Frigate Tuna: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Indian Sardines (Tamban) 
 

 Indian sardines production was 
estimated at 77.55 thousand 
metric tons.  The output rose by 
11.31 percent from the previous 
year’s record.  
 

 The third quarter output of indian 
sardines declined by 20.74 percent 
in 2017 but recovered by 11.31 
percent during the current year.  

 
 

  Of its total production, 78.40 percent came from commercial fisheries 
subsector. 
 

 The bulk of indian sardines was produced in Zamboanga Peninsula with a 
share of 69.17 percent of total production. Followed by NCR and Northern 
Mindanao with 8.88 and 4.62 percent, respectively. 

 

 The top gainers in indian sardines production were Zamboanga Peninsula, 
NCR and Eastern Visayas.  The regions posted positive growth rates at 13.90 
percent, 151.32 percent and 24.13 percent, respectively. 
 

 On the other hand, diminished volume of unloading was experienced in 
Western Visayas, Central Luzon and Northern Mindanao which reported 
production cut of 46.67 percent, 76.47 percent and 10.17 percent, 
correspondingly.   

 
 

Indian Sardines: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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 By subsector, about 66.01 percent of the total volume of big-eyed scad was 
accounted to marine municipal fisheries while the remaining unloadings came 
from the commercial fisheries.  

 

 Big-eyed scad were abundantly caught in Zamboanga Peninsula, ARMM and 
Bicol Region which comprised 63.93 percent of the total unloadings during the 
quarter. 

 

 The top contributors to the decrease were Zamboanga Peninsula, NCR and 
CALABARZON which registered declines at 21.05, 85.16 and 54.43 percent, 
respectively. 

 

 Although, Central Visayas and ARMM augmented respective output by 52.69 
and 15.07 percent.  

Big-eyed Scad (Matambaka) 
 

 The total big-eyed scad production 
was 27.10 thousand metric tons 
during the quarter which recorded 
a reduction of 10.71 percent from 
previous year’s level.  
 

 Continuous drop on big-eyed scad 
production was observed in the 
past three (3) years.  The decline 
was 15.23 and 10.71 percent, 
consecutively.  

Big-eyed Scad: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Indian Mackerel (Alumahan) 

 The total volume of indian 
mackerel unloaded was estimated 
at 12.56 thousand metric tons.  It 
was reduced by 5.56 percent 
compared to its level a year ago.  

 During the third quarter of 2017, 
output drop was registered at 
19.05 percent.  Performance 
during the current year paved the 
way to a weaker decline by 5.56 
percent.  

 

 Of the total output of indian mackerel, municipal fisheries subsector derived a 
share of 67.41 percent while 32.59 percent was from commercial fisheries 
subsector. 
 

 Zamboanga Peninsula, ARMM and MIMAROPA Region were the leading 

regions in indian mackerel production.  The combined production of the three 

(3) regions comprised 52.66 percent of the total indian mackerel production.  

 

 Reduced outputs were primarily observed in Western Visayas (52.55%), Bicol 

Region (21.65%) and Central Visayas (43.14%) 

 

 While Zamboanga Peninsula, ARMM and Eastern Visayas managed to pull up 

the indian mackerel production by 39.08, 20.52 and 24.98 percent, respectively.  

Indian Mackerel: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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 Municipal fisheries shared 73.82 percent of the total squid production, while 
the rest came from commercial fisheries subsector.  

 Abundant unloading of squid was noted in Western Visayas, Northern 
Mindanao and MIMAROPA Region.   The combined volume of the said 
regions comprised 41.19 percent of the total squid production. 

 The decline in squid production was brought about by MIMAROPA Region, 
Eastern Visayas, and Zamboanga Peninsula which posted downtrend of 
19.44, 25.85 percent, and 25.02 percent, respectively. 

 On the contrary, better squid productions were noted in SOCCKSARGEN, 
Davao Region and CALABARZON. 

 

Squid (Pusit) 

 During the third quarter of 2018, 
production of squid was estimated 
at 10.52 thousand metric tons.  It 
was 6.44 percent lower than its 
level a year ago.  

 From 2016 to 2017, squid 
production inched up by 0.49 
percent.  However, a 6.44 percent 
decrease was reported during the 
current year.    0.0   ⸗ 

 

Squid: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Mudcrab 
 

 Volume of mudcrab production 
during the quarter was estimated 
at 4.90 thousand metric tons which 
grew by 0.59 percent compared to 
the same quarter in 2017. 
 

 It posted positive increases for the 
three (3) year period.  From 2016 
to 2017, mudcrab production 
added up by 9.12 percent.  
Further, a slower growth rate of 
0.59 percent was observed in the 
succeeding year.  

  0.0 
  ⸗ 
 

Mudcrab: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 

 Majority of the mudcrab output at 94.71 percent came from the aquaculture 
subsector.  Barely 5.29 percent was accounted for by inland fisheries. 
   

 The 79.39 percent of the total mudcrab harvests was contributed by Northern 
Mindanao, Central Luzon and CALABARZON.  
 

 Growths in mudcrab production were noted in CALABARZON with 22.36 
percent, Zamboanga Peninsula with 30.77 percent and Northern Mindanao with 
0.45 percent.  
 

 On the other hand, reductions in mudcrab output were observed in Central 
Luzon, Western Visayas and Eastern Visayas with 9.22 percent, 8.56 percent 
and 11.38 percent, respectively. 
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Threadfin Bream (Bisugo) 
 

 During the third quarter of 2018, 
production of threadfin bream was 
estimated at 8.99 thousand metric 
tons which exhibited a decrease of 
12.78 percent compared to same 
quarter of the previous year. 

 

 Consecutive decreases of 2.27 
and 12.78 percent were noted 
during third quarter from 2016 to 
2018.  Fluctuation was more 
pronounced during the current 
year.  

 

 
 

 

  0.0 
  ⸗ 
 

Threadfin Bream: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 

 Majority (86.57%) of threadfin bream production came from municipal fisheries 
subsector while commercial subsector had a share of 13.43 percent. 

 

 Western Visayas, Bicol Region and CALABARZON were among the top 
producing regions of threadfin bream which comprise 50.51 of the total 
production of the species during the quarter. 

 

 The decline in total threadfin bream production was attributed to the slowdown 
in unloading in Western Visayas, NCR and CALABARZON with 21.30, 75.12 
and 18.31 percent, respectively. 

 

 However, better performance was brought about by Central Luzon, Central and 
Eastern Visayas.  The said regions displayed growth rates of 105.12, 61.04 
and 6.19, correspondingly. 
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Fimbriated Sardines (Tunsoy) 
 

 Production of fimbriated sardines 
was 15.05 thousand metric tons 
which recorded 21.56 percent drop 
in output compared with its level in 
previous year. 
 

 Fimbriated sardines production 
boosted by 2.93 percent in 2017.  
However, it failed to sustain this 
performance in 2018 because it 
diminished by 21.56 percent.  

 

 The production share by subsector indicated 54.96 percent from commercial 
fisheries and 45.04 percent from municipal fisheries. 
 

 Heavy unloadings of fimbriated sardines were recorded in Bicol Region, 
Zamboanga Peninsula and Western Visayas which constituted 55.74 percent of 
its total production during the quarter. 
 

 During the quarter, lower production of the species were registered in Bicol 
Region, Western and Central Visayas recording 37.33, 43.37 and 63.46 percent 
declines, respectively. 
 

 In contrast, production increases were traced in ARMM at 39.88 percent, 
CALABARZON at 29.69 percent and Caraga at 18.38 percent. 

Fimbriated Sardines: Volume of Production 
Philippines, July – September 

 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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 The municipal fisheries subsector accounted 68.46 percent of the total 
production while the rest came from commercial fisheries. 

 

 The top producing regions for anchovies were Bicol Region, Davao Region and 
Zamboanga Peninsula which comprised 49.22 percent of the total unloadings 
during the period. 

 

 Improvements in anchovies output came about as Davao Region, Zamboanga 
Peninsula and Caraga displayed growth rates of 594.59, 22.89 and 33.67 
percent, correspondingly. 

 

 On the contrary, Bicol Region, MIMAROPA and Eastern Visayas exhibited 
downward trend of 8.21, 34.35 and 27.48 percent, respectively. 

 

 

Anchovies 
 

 Anchovies production exceeded its 
2017 same quarter output by 5.62 
percent. It was estimated at 11.66 
thousand metric tons during the 
quarter. 
 

 During third quarter of the past 
three (3) years, anchovies 
production went down by 4.32 
percent from 2016 to 2017. On the 
other hand, it recovered by 5.62 
percent in 2018. 

 

  0.0 
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July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Indo-pacific Mackerel (Hasa-hasa) 
 

 Volume of production of indo-
pacific mackerel went down to 
7.62 thousand metric tons during 
the third quarter of 2018. It was 
17.47 percent short from its 
previous year’s level. 
 

 The unloading of indo-pacific 
mackerel displayed diminishing 
trend since 2016.  During third 
quarter, year-on-year declines 
were 2.65 and 17.47 percent. 

 

 Municipal fisheries subsector contributed 65.42 percent to the total output of 
indo-pacific mackerel. 
 

 Major producing regions were Western Visayas, MIMAROPA, and Eastern 
Visayas whose combined production accounted to 50.88 percent of the total 
production of indo-pacific mackerel. 
 

 Western Visayas, MIMAROPA and Bicol Region displayed output decreases 
represented by 39.52, 27.21 and 13.76 percent, respectively. 
 

 On the other hand, regions that showed output increases were Central Luzon, 
Central Visayas and ARMM. 

 
 

 

Indo-pacific Mackerel: Volume of Production 
Philippines, July – September 

 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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Blue Crab (Alimasag) 

 Blue crab production grew by 
17.68 percent for this quarter and 
posted a total volume of 10.70 
thousand metric tons. 

 Over the years, consecutive 
increases were recorded at 32.31 
and 17.68 percent.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 The bulk of blue crab unloading was in municipal landing centers which 
contributed 95.88 percent of its total during the quarter. 

 Top regions on blue crab production were Western Visayas, MIMAROPA and 
Bicol Region which comprised 74.48 percent. 

 The overall performance was achieved from the increases in production of nine 
(9) regions, led by MIMAROPA (257.17%). Other regions with significant 
increases were Bicol Regions (11.66%) and CALABARZON (15.17%) 

 On the other hand, Central Luzon, Zamboanga Peninsula and Eastern Visayas 
recorded decreases in blue crab production during the period. 

. 

. 

Blue Crab: Volume of Production, Philippines 
July – September, 2016 - 2018 

YEAR 
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 Of the total production of eastern little tuna in 2018, 57.24 percent were 
unloaded in the commercial landing centers and in the municipal landing 
centers, 42.76 percent. 
 

 ARMM, Zamboanga Peninsula, and Eastern Visayas were the leading regions 
on eastern little tuna output.  The said regions made up 70.03 percent of the 
total production of the species. 
 

 The output decline reported in Zamboanga Peninsula (13.10%), MIMAROPA 
Region (41.03%) and Western Visayas (59.79%) pulled down the overall 
performance of the species.  
 

 On the contrary, ARMM, Central Luzon, and Caraga showed better 
performance during the period.  

 

 

Eastern Little Tuna (Bonito) 
 

 During the third quarter of 2018, 
eastern little tuna production 
reached 7.95 thousand metric 
tons, a 9.37 percent drop from its 
level on the same quarter of 2017. 
 

 In the past three (3) years, 
production of eastern little tuna 
decreased.  From 6.48 percent 
decline in 2017, further drop by 
9.37 percent in the succeeding 
year was observed.  
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Grouper (Lapu-lapu) 
 

 Grouper production during the 
third quarter of 2018 was 
registered at 4.76 thousand metric 
tons and showed a 12.71 percent 
increase from the level in same 
quarter of the previous year. 

 
 Increasing trend of grouper 

production was noted for three (3) 
consecutive years.  From 2016 to 
2017, the growth rate was 5.02 
percent. A double-digit 
improvement of 12.71 percent 
came about in 2018. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Of the total grouper production, 93.65 percent was accounted to unloadings in 
municipal landing centers while the rest was from commercial fish catch and 
aquaculture harvests. 

 

 Of the total grouper unloadings during the period, 55.32 percent was 
contributed by MIMAROPA, ARMM and Zamboanga Peninsula which are the 
top producing regions of the species.   

 

 During the third quarter of 2018, MIMAROPA, Ilocos Region and ARMM were 
the top gainers in grouper production.  The regions boosted respective output 
by 104.39, 180.56 and 22.18 percent.  

 

 Meanwhile, Western Visayas, Central Visayas and CALABARZON 
demonstrated downtrend during the period. 
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Carp 

 During the third quarter of 2018, 
carp production was estimated at 
5.45 thousand metric tons. It grew 
by 2.40 percent from the previous 
year’s level. 

 From 2016 to 2017, carp 
production posted a decline of 
7.80 percent.  However, it 
recovered after a year by 2.40 
percent. 

 Around 78.09 percent of carp production was captured in inland bodies of water 
while the remaining 21.91 percent were harvests from aquaculture farms. 

 CALABARZON, ARMM and SOCCSKSARGEN were the leading regions in 
carp production.  The combined output of the said regions constituted 65.36 
percent of the total carp produced during the period. 

 During the quarter, SOCCSKSARGEN, ARMM and Cagayan Valley were the 
top contributors to the growth in carp production which posted 36.60, 7.96 and 
6.02 percent, respectively. 

 However, Bicol Region, CALABARZON and MIMAROPA pulled down the 
overall carp catch. 
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 Bigger volume of bigeye tuna was unloaded in commercial fish landing centers 
which constituted 71.22 percent of its total production.  

 

 SOCCSKSARGEN was the highest producer of bigeye tuna, accounting for 
more than half (53.41%) of the total production, followed distantly by Bicol 
Region and Eastern Visayas with respective contribution of 8.30 and 7.84 
percent. 

 

 During the quarter, increases in production were noted in eight (8) regions with 
CALABARZON, ARMM and Zamboanga Peninsula recording significant 
increases at 562.13, 43.48 and 59.08 percent, respectively. 

 

 On the other hand, lesser unloadings of bigeye tuna were registered in Bicol 
Region, Eastern Visayas and Davao Region. 

 

  

 

. 

Bigeye Tuna (Tambakol/Bariles) 
 

 Bigeye tuna production 
accumulated to 8.71 thousand 
metric tons and maintained   its 
positive performance at               
1.47 percent during the quarter. 
 

 For the past three (3) years, 
continuous increment on bigeye 
tuna production was observed.  The 
2017 volume surpassed the 2016 
level by 105.45 percent.  Minimal 
increase was set in 2018 at 1.47 
percent.    
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 Majority (97.17%) of mudfish output was caught in inland bodies of water.  
The remaining 2.83 percent came from aquaculture.  

 

 The 73.64 percent of the total catch of mudfish came from three (3) top 
producing regions, namely: SOCCSKSARGEN, Central Luzon and ARMM. 

 

 During the quarter, the production increments in the said regions also 
contributed significantly in the overall performance of the species.   

 

 Bicol Region, Western Visayas and CALABARZON exhibited double-digit 
declines in mudfish production at 42.40 percent, 63.67 percent and 9.77 
percent, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

. 

Mudfish  

 During the third quarter of 2018, 
the volume of mudfish production 
was 2.33 thousand metric tons.  It 
posted a 6.56 percent increase 
from the level in same quarter of 
the previous year.  

 The volume indicated increasing 
trend from 2016 to 2018 by 10.80 
and 6.56 percent.   
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Catfish 
 

 A double-digit increment of       
18.85 percent was noted on catfish 
production.  Its volume of 
production during the third quarter 
was posted at 3.08 thousand 
metric tons. 
  

 The increase during the period 
was higher compared to the 
growth rate during the same 
quarter in 2017.  Catfish 
production maintained an 
increasing trend for the past three 
(3) years. 

 

 Of the total catfish output during the period, around 63.08 percent was caught in 
inland waters while the rest were harvests from aquafarms.  
 

 Central Luzon, SOCCSKSARGEN and CALABARZON were the top catfish 
producing regions and their production comprised 60.31 percent of the total 
catfish output during the period. 
 

 During the quarter, the regions which exhibited high growth rates were Central 
Luzon (81.01%), Western Visayas (54.82%) and Davao Region (40.00%).  
 

 On the other hand, significant decreases in catfish production were noted in 
Bicol Region, Zamboanga Peninsula and CALABARZON. 
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White Shrimp and Endeavor Prawn 
 

 White shrimp production mounted 
up to 1.74 thousand metric tons 
and registered a 10.66 percent 
decrease during the quarter. On 
the other hand, endeavor prawn 
production increased by 3.83 
percent at 0.32 thousand metric 
tons. 

  

 By subsector, inland fisheries 
shared 65.70 percent to total 
white shrimp production while the 
rest was from aquaculture. 
Endeavor prawn output at 60.05 
percent came from inland 
fisheries and 39.95 percent from 
aquaculture. 

 

 The top white shrimp producing 
regions were Central Luzon, 
CALABARZON and Cagayan 
Valley with combined share of 
60.66 percent to the country’s 
total output. For endeavor prawn, 
production of Western Visayas, 
Ilocos and Bicol Region 
accounted for 74.46 percent of 
the total output. 

 

 

 

 

 

 During the quarter, significant decline in output of white shrimp came from 
Zamboanga Peninsula (67.12%), Davao Region (91.23%) and Ilocos Region 
(46.29%).  

 

 Moreover, Western Visayas, Central Luzon and Cagayan Valley regions 
displayed positive growth rates of 14.71 percent, 15.37 percent and 8.84 
percent, respectively for endeavor prawn.  
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 Inland municipal subsector dominated the share in gourami production at 
99.49 percent over aquaculture subsector with barely 0.51 percent. 

 

 The combined fish caught of the top producing regions, namely: 
SOCCSKSARGEN, Central Luzon and ARMM comprised 88.04 percent of 
the total gourami output during the period.  

 

 During the third quarter of 2018, Central Luzon and ARMM posted positive 
growth rates of 37.67 percent and 5.88 percent, respectively.    

 

 However, decreases in volume of fish caught were noted in 
SOCCSKSARGEN, Caraga and Northern Mindanao. 

 

 

Gourami 
 

 The total gourami production 
during the third quarter of 2018 
was 1.01 thousand metric tons. It 
posted a 2.08 percent increase 
from the same quarter of the 
previous year’s level. 
 

 For the past three (3) years, 
gourami production decreased 
from 2016 to 2017, but picked up 
in 2018 during the same quarter. 
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Oyster 
 

 Volume of production of oyster 
during the quarter was estimated 
at 5.4 thousand metric tons which 
went down by 0.91 percent from 
the same quarter level of 2017.  
 

 Volume of production posted 
almost the same level at 5.4 
thousand metric tons for the past 
three (3) years but merely 
increased from 2016 to 2017.   
 

 Of the total production during the quarter, 95.45 percent was contributed by 
aquaculture while the rest by inland municipal. 
 

 The top contributors to oyster production were Western Visayas, Central 
Visayas and Ilocos Region with a total share of 91.41 percent. 
 

 Central Luzon, Ilocos Region and Caraga recorded declines in production 
during the quarter with 84.24 percent, 17.82 percent and 12.84 percent, 
respectively. While no production was recorded in Eastern Visayas. 
 

 Increments in production during the quarter were evident in Western Visayas at 
3.88 percent, Central Visayas at 89.64 pecent and Davao Region, 26.79 
percent.  
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 The top producing regions in mussel production were Eastern Visayas, Western 
Visayas and Bicol Region with a total share of 82.8 percent.  
 

 Reductions in mussel production were visible in NCR, Central Luzon and 
Eastern Visayas with 53.54, 35.35 and 2.65 percent, respectively.  
 

 On the other hand, increments in mussel production were evident in Bicol 
Region, CALABARZON and Davao Region with to 9.53, 25.02 and 73.26 
percent, respectively. 

 

Mussel  
 

 Production of mussel during the 
quarter was recorded at 2.68 
thousand metric tons which 
dropped by 9.38 percent 
compared to the same quarter in 
2017. 
   

 Decreases in production were 
observed from 2016 to 2017 and 
2017 to 2018 with 9.53 percent 
and 9.38 percent, respectively.   
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If you want to know more about these statistics     
Write or call Fisheries Statistics Division 

Tel. No.: 376-2063 
PSA Website: http://www.psa.gov.ph 



 


