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FOREWORD 

The Agricultural Indicators System (AIS) is one of the statistical 
indicator frameworks maintained by the Philippine Statistics Authority 
(PSA). AIS contains twelve (12) modules which are updated and released 
annually. This is the seventh module entitled Agricultural Exports and 
Imports. It provides information on trade performance of selected major 
agricultural commodities. The reference years are 2011 to 2015. 

The AIS hopes to cover more agricultural development indicators 
to support the information needs of our data users. We encourage the 
readers to give their comments and suggestions on the improvement of 
the AIS, in general, and this report, in particular. 

        LISA GRACE S. BERSALES, Ph.D. 
National Statistician and Civil Registrar General 

Quezon City. Philippines 
October 2016 
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The trade performance of the country’s major agricultural commodities is 
described in terms of the year-on-year changes on the volume and value 
of exports and imports of agricultural commodities. It also accounts for 
the contribution of the agricultural products in the country’s foreign trade 
and the share of selected agricultural commodities in the world export 
trade. 

Agricultural Exports 

The country’s agricultural exports in 2015 amounted to US$ 5.13 billion. 
This was lower by 21.6 percent from the previous year record of 
US$ 6.54 billion. Specifically, rice exports valued at US$ 0.80 million in 
2015 declined by 75.3 percent. Likewise, the corresponding volume of 
exports was reduced to 220 metric tons by 79.6 percent. Corn exports 
recorded an increase of 78.8 percent in its value at US$ 4.80 million while 
volume dropped by 31.4 percent to 492.0 metric tons in 2015. The 
revenues generated from the exportation of rice and corn were minimal 
as they shared less than 0.1 percent each in the total value of agricultural 
exports. 

In 2015, fresh banana exports at 1.80 million metric tons contracted by 
50.6 percent. Its value at US$ 657.87 million dropped by 41.8 percent. 
Hence, the share of fresh banana exports in the total value of agricultural 
exports slid to 12.8 percent. Exports of centrifugal sugar were also 
reduced to 38,750 metric tons valued at US$ 21.77 million. It recorded a 
drop of 81.3 percent in volume and 79.7 percent in value. The share of 
centrifugal sugar went down to 0.4 percent. The volume of fresh 
pineapple exports at 315,829 metric tons declined by 35.2 percent and 
value at US$ 126.17 million decreased by 18.0 percent. Fresh pineapple 
exports contributed an increased share of 2.5 percent to the total 
agricultural exports earnings. Exportation of fresh mango at 12,981 metric 
tons amounted to US$ 16.09 million. Correspondingly, these were down 
by 38.5 percent and 34.1 percent. About 0.3 percent was shared by fresh 
mango exports in the earnings from agricultural exports. For Virginia 
tobacco, the volume of export was reduced to 8,654 metric tons or by 
39.2 percent. Export revenue from Virginia tobacco dropped by    
33.4 percent to US$ 32.30 million accounting for 0.6 percent to total 
value of agricultural exports.   
48.48 m14 contributing 0.7 percent to total value of agricultural



                                         
 

 

 

Most of the other agricultural commodities reported less than 0.1 percent 
share to the country’s export earnings from agricultural products. 
Declining volume and value of exports were reported in onion, mongo 
beans, cassava, papaya and calamansi. Meanwhile, increasing exportation 
both in volume and value were noted for coconut, cocoa beans, sweet 
potato and watermelon (Tables 1, 1a and 1b).    
 
Agricultural Imports 
 
The 2015 total imports for agricultural products valued at    
US$ 10.97 billion went up by about 13.9 percent from the 2014 record of    
US$ 9.63 billion. Importation of rice in 2015 at 1.48 million metric tons 
was valued at US$ 615.70 million. Both volume and value were growing 
by 36.0 percent. Its share to the total value of agricultural imports 
increased to 5.6 percent in 2015. The volume of corn imports at    
0.71 million metric tons expanded by 23.9 percent while its respective 
value at US$ 197.72 million slightly declined by 3.6 percent. This pulled 
down its share to 1.8 percent in the country’s expenditure for agricultural 
imports.  
 
There was an increased importation of Virginia tobacco in 2015. The 
volume of imports at 24,671 metric tons indicated a 63.6 increment and 
the value amounting to US$ 106.48 million was higher by 56.8 percent 
from the previous year’s record. This pushed up the share of tobacco 
imports to 1.0 percent of the total value of agricultural imports.  
 
An 8.1 percent expansion was noted each in the import volume of mongo 
beans at 31,240 metric tons and value at US$ 21.95 million. Mongo beans 
imports comprised only 0.2 percent in the total expenditures for 
agricultural imports. Bigger quantity of fresh garlic at 70,393 metric tons 
was imported in 2015 which was 137.3 percent more than the 2014 
volume. Payments for fresh garlic imports surged to US$ 19.56 million by 
115.5 percent.  It shared nearly 0.2 percent to the country’s agricultural 
import expenditures. 
 
A share of less than 0.1 percent each was noted for onion, coffee roasted, 
cocoa beans, garlic, tomato, potato, cauliflower and carrots. A remarkable 
expansion both in volume and value were registered in onion, tomato and 
potato by more than 200 percent. Downtrends were exhibited by cocoa 
beans, cauliflower and carrots (Tables 2, 2a and 2b).     
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Agriculture in Total Foreign Trade and in World Export 
 
In 2015, the contribution of agricultural products to the country’s total 
exports continued to decline to 8.72 percent. On the other hand, its share 
to total imports was increasing and in 2015, it was up to 15.43 percent 
(Table 3).  
 
In the world export market, the Philippines continued to supply bigger 
volume of coconut products. In 2013, the share of coconut oil in the world 
export significantly increased to 49.0 percent. Similar trend was observed 
for copra cake whose share leaped to 73.1 percent. An increased share of 
28.2 percent was noted for dessicated coconut. Similarly, the shares of 
other commodities were going up to 16.3 percent for banana, 1.3 percent 
for centrifugal sugar and 1.2 percent for unmanufactured tobacco. On the 
other hand, the contribution of canned pineapple exports went down to 
17.2 percent in 2013. The country’s exports of copra and onion comprised 
less than one percent in the world exports (Table 4).  
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Table 1a.
Growth rates of value of selected agricultural exports,
Philippines, 2011-2015
(in percent)

COMMODITY 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015

Grains
Rice -41.4 325.1 -39.9 -75.3
Corn 106.1 1,231.4 125.4 78.8

Other crops
Banana 36.9 48.9 17.4 -41.8
Centrifugal sugar -69.0 150.8 -60.7 -79.7
Pineapple, fresh 51.4 53.0 0.9 -18.0
Mango, fresh -8.9 -12.7 83.6 -34.1
Coconut (matured) -86.0 331.1 -90.4 331.7
Onion, fresh -59.6 -40.7 -7.2 -58.1
Mongo Beans -81.2 -83.9 199.0 -99.7
Coffee, Robusta 1,038.3 - - -
Cocoa Beans 79.4 68.6 313.6 29.2
Leaf Tobacco, -24.0 10.2 33.8 -33.4
Virginia type
Garlic, fresh - - - -
Sweet Potato 20.3 75.5 160.3 0.2
Cassava, fresh -37.9 64.9 43.4 -67.0
Cabbage - - - -
Papaya, fresh 11.7 65.9 -21.8 -53.5
Watermelon, fresh 93.8 -84.7 41.9 2.9
Calamansi, fresh -6.3 -15.3 42.9 -24.3

All Agricultural Exports -7.3 27.0 2.2 -21.6

- no exports
Source: PSA
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Table 1b.
Growth rates of quantity of selected agricultural exports,
Philippines, 2011-2015
(in percent)

COMMODITY 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015

Grains
Rice -44.6 793.7 -59.6 -79.6
Corn 72.0 1,360.3 130.9 -31.4

Other crops
Banana 28.7 23.4 11.2 -50.6
Centrifugal sugar -65.1 133.4 -56.1 -81.3
Pineapple, fresh 50.8 23.4 -0.5 -35.2
Mango, fresh -12.8 -57.2 167.7 -38.5
Coconut (matured) -82.1 250.9 -92.4 1,125.4
Onion, fresh -58.4 -38.7 -24.6 -65.7
Mongo Beans -71.9 -64.1 80.3 -99.7
Coffee, Robusta 1,649.5 - - -
Cocoa Beans 140.8 67.1 255.3 1.9
Leaf Tobacco, -64.1 147.9 17.3 -39.2
Virginia type
Garlic, fresh - - - -
Sweet Potato 35.2 209.1 30.0 21.7
Cassava, fresh -46.9 76.9 69.1 -62.4
Cabbage - - - -
Papaya, fresh 3.9 93.3 -13.8 -64.1
Watermelon, fresh 94.1 -93.4 97.7 62.8
Calamansi, fresh 26.8 -16.9 52.7 -4.1

- no exports
Source: PSA
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 Table 2a.
Growth rates of value of selected agricultural imports,
Philippines, 2011-2015
(in percent)

COMMODITY 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015

Grains
Rice 14.3 -60.7 163.3 35.7
Corn 84.3 56.5 48.0 -3.6

Other crops
Onion, fresh 211.8 -49.9 41.5 291.9
Mongo Beans 4.9 41.6 -11.7 8.1
Coffee, Roasted 174.3 -31.4 222.4 50.1
Cocoa Beans -65.3 57.2 189.2 -46.6
Leaf Tobacco, 39.8 16.2 -21.6 56.8
Virginia type
Garlic, fresh -31.5 -54.1 1,913.5 115.5
Cassava, fresh -99.6 25,270.0 -34.7 -
Tomato, fresh -99.2 -92.0 3,687.6 211.8
Potato, fresh -28.4 -41.5 93.3 202.5
Cauliflower 60.8 -76.0 -10.1 -60.8
Carrots, fresh -63.2 60.6 -80.9 -85.6

All Agricultural Imports 4.2 -2.9 21.4 13.9
- no imports

Source: PSA
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Table 2b
Growth rates of quantity of selected agricultural imports,
Philippines, 2011-2015
(in percent)

COMMODITY 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015

Grains
Rice 47.3 -61.7 172.9 36.0
Corn 106.3 150.1 68.4 23.9

Other crops
Onion, fresh 270.5 -53.9 6.3 300.6
Mongo Beans 22.0 3.4 -14.8 8.1
Coffee, Roasted 149.2 -37.2 156.4 62.4
Cocoa Beans -51.1 47.7 135.1 -48.3
Leaf Tobacco, 35.9 6.9 -47.5 63.6
Virginia type
Garlic, fresh -24.1 -57.5 1,071.3 137.3
Cassava, fresh -99.4 20,223.2 -34.3 -
Tomato, fresh -98.8 -97.3 3,251.1 515.3
Potato, fresh -23.0 -30.7 52.8 200.4
Cauliflower -8.4 -78.6 12.5 -34.6
Carrots, fresh -79.0 144.5 -52.3 -96.5

- no imports
Source: PSA
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Table 4
Share of selected Philippine agricultural export
commodities in world export trade, 2011-2013
(in percent)

Coconut Oil 43.10 39.52 48.98
Copra Cake or Meal 57.96 51.41 73.14
Dessicated Coconut 33.49 22.26 28.19
Pineapple (canned) 16.63 20.06 17.23
Banana 10.93 13.86 16.26
Sugar (raw,centrifugal) 1.72 0.58 1.27
Copra 0.20 0.36 0.32
Onion, dry 0.21 0.09 0.05
Tobacco, unmanufactured 1.82 0.58 1.22

Source of basic data: Food and Agriculture Organization

COMMODITY 2011 2012 2013

Table 3
Share of agriculture in total foreign trade (in terms of value),
Philippines, 2011-2015
(in percent)

YEAR EXPORTS IMPORTS

2011 11.24 12.96
2012 9.67 13.15
2013 11.29 12.71
2014 10.54 14.73
2015 8.72 15.43

Average 10.29 13.80

Source: PSA
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