REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHGRITY

Reference No. 18CRS00 - 01 192
MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR 2018- |5

TO : ALL REGIONAL DIRECTORS/PROVINCIAL STATISTICS
OFFICERS CITY/MUNICIPAL CIVIL REGISTRARS/OICs

SUBJECT : Free Registration _and Reconstruction of Birth Records
During a National _or Local State of Calamity _and Proper
Monitoring Thereof

DATE : 10 September 2018

It is the policy of the State to protect the fundamental rights of children before,
during, and after disasters and other emergency situations when children are
gravely threatened or endangered by circumstances that affect their survival and
normal development.

Recognizing the need to ensure the safety and security of children affected
by disasters and calamities, R.A. 10821 entitled or otherwise known as
“Children’s Emergency Relief and Protection Act” was passed and signed into law.
Section 7 of this law states that:

Sec. 7. System of Restoring Civil Registry Documents. — To ensure
that vital information pertaining to the personal circumstances of a
child are adequately protected and available at all times, the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) shall develop a system for the
restoration and reconstruction of civil registry documents that have been
destroyed or declared lost or missing during a disaster or calamity.

The PSA shall submit a report on the number of restored or
reconstructed documents to appropriate government agencies for
effective monitoring and reporting and to ensure the continued access of
the affected children to social services and facilitate the reunification of
separated children with their families.

The PSA shall likewise develop a system for the registration of children
born during a national or local state of calamity.

In line with this, the PSA advocates and encourages that all City/Municipal Civil
Registrars (C/MCRs), including those designated as officers-in-charge or those in
the acting capacity, to facilitate the registration and reconstruction of birth records
during a national or local state of calamity free of charge. For purposes of
reconstruction, requests of civil registry documents from PSA by LCROs are also
free of charge during a national or local state of calamity.
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" Likewise, the C/MCRs and those designated as officers in-charge or those in the

acting capacity shall submit a report on the number of restored or reconstructed
documents to appropriate PSA Provincial Statistics Offices for effective monitoring
and reporting of birth records during the first ten days of each month. The
consolidated data shall be forwarded to the Office of the Assistant National
Statistician for Civil Registration Service (OANS-CRS) within three (3) days
following the tenth day of the month. Thereafter, the OANS-CRS shall be
responsible for the submission of the report on the number of restored or
reconstructed documents to the DSWD not later than the twenty-fifth day of the
month.

In addition, during a national or local state of calamity, out-of-town reporting of birth
pursuant to Rule 20 of Administrative Order No. 1, Series of 1993 is highly
encouraged among the affected Local Civil Registry Offices (LCRQOs). Other nearby
LCROs not affected by such calamity, including the concerned PSA provincial or

regional offices, are also encouraged to facilitate the out-of-town reporting of birth
free of charge.

For strict compliance.
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