
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

The Philippine Statistical System (PSS) is a 

decentralized system that ensembles all statistical 

organizations at all administrative levels, its 
personnel and the national statistical development 

program. One of its main components for an 
effective and efficient national statistical system is 

the management and coordination mechanism 
within the government. It requires strategic and 

coherent planning, bringing together various 

stakeholders towards achieving the shared goal of 

better statistics, better policies and better lives. 

In the formulation of the Philippine Statistical 
Development Program (PSDP), the PSS takes into 

consideration the administration’s 0-10 Point 

Socioeconomic Agenda, AmBisyon Natin 2040 and 
the Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2017-2022 

to respond to the new and emerging statistical 
requirements of the government and private 

sector.  

Management and coordination plays a crucial role 
in support of the implementation, monitoring and 

review of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) with its 17 goals and 169 targets, as 

well as other new and emerging concerns with 
demands for statistics such as big data, 

administrative data, registers, open data initiatives 

and data revolution. Likewise, it ensures that 
statistics produced by the PSS are relevant, quality, 

timely and accessible, in a more efficient and 

coherent manner, needed for evidence-based 

policy and decision-making. 

Emerging developments in the economy and 
society bring new demands for more relevant, 

useful and quality data. The PSS must proactively 
coordinate with stakeholders and effectively 

manage statistical and business processes to 

address data gaps and data needs. In order for the 
PSS to effectively address the international 

commitments such as the United Nations  
Fundamental Principles of Official 

Statistics (UNFPOS), Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) Framework for Cooperation in 

Statistics, Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-

Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), 
Cape Town Global Action Plan on Sustainable 

Development Data, it must confer with the 
international community in terms of statistical 

development and standards as well as the 

availability of relevant data.  

A strong and effective management and 

coordination of the PSS is essential to provide 
integrated and unified framework to collect and 

produce statistics generated by the various 

statistical units of the system. 

❖ Scope and Coverage 

This chapter covers many aspects of management 
and coordination, and also provides an indication of 

the statistical capacity of the PSS.



➢ Statistical management and coordination 

mechanisms essential to maintaining an 

integrated and coherent framework for the 
development, collection, processing, 

dissemination, and use of statistics 

▪ PSDP 

▪ System of Designated Statistics (SDS) 
▪ Statistical Budget Review System 

▪ Statistical Survey Review and Clearance 

System (SSRCS) 
▪ Administrative Records Review and 

Clearance System (ARRCS) 
▪ Interagency committees (IAC) and 

working groups 

▪ Government Statistics Accessibility 
Program 

▪ Data quality assurance framework 
(DQAF) 

▪ Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics 

➢ Statistical laws and policies that provide 
mandate and govern the operations and 

activities of the PSS, i.e., republic acts, 
executive orders, and/or presidential 

decrees, and statistical resolutions/policies 

issued 

➢ Statistical frameworks, methodologies, 

standards, and classification systems for 
surveys, censuses and administrative data; 

development and maintenance of various 

statistical registers/master sample and data 
comparability with the international 

statistical community 

➢ Strategies for financing statistics to ensure 

sustainable resources for the development 

and generation of critical statistics 

➢ Statistical advocacy strategies for 

institutional and human resource capacity 
development in the PSS, as well as 

promotion of statistics. 

❖ Implementing Agencies 

For effective implementation, there is a need for 

concerted and coordinated effort to support the 
PSDP. The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), as 

lead agency, has to coordinate and monitor the 
implementation, periodic assessment and updating 

of the PSDP. The Department of Budget and 

Management (DBM) has to include a budgetary 
provision for the PSS in the annual appropriations, 

supportive of the implementation of the program. 
All government agencies have to extend their full 

support and assistance for the effective 

implementation of the Program. The private sector 

is encouraged to lend support to the successful 

implementation of the Program by participating in 
the various statistical activities which require their 

contribution and assistance. 
 

Milestones, Key Developments, 
Issues and Challenges 

❖ Milestones and Key Developments of 

2016-2017 

 

The PSS has made key developments in  

2016-2017, as follows: 

➢ Increased use of technology in data 

collection 

▪ The PSA has made significant steps in 
using Computer Aided Personal 

Interview (CAPI) to improve data 
collection, and conducted a pilot test to 

compare the use of Paper and Pencil 
Interview (PAPI) with CAPI using the 

Survey Solutions in interviewing Labor 

Force Survey (LFS) sample households. 

➢ Formulation of a strategic statistical 

development policy agenda to guide the 

following statistical operations in the PSS: 

▪ Revision of the Guidelines on the 

Modification of Designated Statistics; 
▪ Institutionalization of the generation of 

data on Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT), and Business Process 

Outsourcing Services; 
▪ Supporting the declaration of a roadmap 

for data revolution; 

▪ Establishment of statistics committees of 
the PSA; 

▪ Approval of the budgetary thrusts of the 
PSS; and 

▪ Approval and adoption of the general 

policy on production, release and 

dissemination of microdata in the PSS. 

➢ Dissemination of the PSDP 2011-2017 
Update through conduct of workshops in the 

regions and distribution of the 

PSDP 2011-2017 Update publication. 

➢ Application of appropriate technology in data 

dissemination such as data visualization 
techniques, infographics, geospatial 
information systems and social networking. 

➢ Establishment and convening of Regional 

Statistics Committees (RSCs) Summit.



 

➢ Development of the Medium-Term 

Expenditure Framework (MTEF) for the PSA. 

➢ Conduct of the International Conference on 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

❖ Issues and challenges 

Some of the issues and challenges identified in the 

compilation and improvement of the management 

and coordination of the PSS are as follows: 

➢ Need to strengthen the coordination role of 

the PSA to make the PSS more responsive to 
the emerging demands and challenges on 

the statistical system (e.g., SDGs, global 
competitiveness, data revolution, Big Data, 

etc.) 

➢ Need to modernize statistical governance, 
statistical business processes and 

institutional frameworks to allow the PSS to 
meet the demands and opportunities of a 

constantly evolving data ecosystem 

➢ Lack of adequate monitoring and evaluation 

(M&E) mechanisms (e.g., PSA Board 

Resolutions, standards, classifications) 

➢ Lack of legal mandate for the PSA to have 

access to other agencies' and private 

establishments' administrative data 

➢ Lack of awareness and appreciation of PSA 

Board policies among stakeholders, e.g., 
Local Government Units (LGUs), private 

sector 

➢ Need to harmonize and ensure comparability 

of national and local statistics through the 

use of standard classification systems and 

other statistical standards 

➢ Need to update existing and develop new 
statistical classification systems to address 

new and emerging industries, commodities 

and other concerns 

➢ Need to tap new data sources or expand the 

use of administrative records to supplement 
data from surveys and other new data 

sources, for the compilation of integrated 

social, economic and environmental statistics 

➢ Need for stronger data linkages between the 

government and the private sector  

➢ Need to rationalize conduct of statistical 

activities and adapt data production to the 

priority data needs of policy makers 

➢ Need to improve timeliness and accessibility 

of data and metadata 

➢ Need to generate data with more 

disaggregation/disaggregating variables, 

especially in the context of the SDGs 

➢ Need to strengthen statistical advocacy for 

better appreciation of statistics 

➢ Need for a National Quality Assurance 

Framework (NQAF)  

➢ Need to benchmark total government 

expenditure for statistical activities 

➢ Need to sustain availability of funding for 

statistical activities 

Key Statistical Development 
Programs and Activities 

❖ Thrusts and strategies 

The following are the thrusts and strategies 

identified for the medium term: (a) enhancement 

of the management and coordination of the PSS; 

(b) improvement of data production in the PSS; 

(c) enhancement of data dissemination and 

advocacy on statistics; (d) advancement of 

statistical  research to improve current 

methodologies for the generation of statistics and 

indicators; (e) strengthening capacity building for 

improved production, dissemination and utilization 

of statistics; (f) strengthening data ecosystem to 

include enhancement of administrative data and 

exploration of big data and citizen-generated data 

as possible sources of official statistics; 

(g) strengthening of the local statistical system; 

(h) increasing investment in the PSS; and 

(i) promotion of international cooperation in 

statistics through sharing of experiences, practices 

and expertise as well as adherence to international 

commitments. 

The PSS has the following strategic plans for the 

medium term: (a) enhancement of statistical 
governance, coordination, and research and 

development; (b) strengthening of the data 
ecosystem to include enhancement of 

administrative-based data and exploration of use of 

big data and citizen-generated data as possible 
sources of official statistics; (c) improvement of the 

generation of relevant, timely, and quality statistics 
to address recent developments and emerging 

statistical demands; (d) investment on necessary 

statistical resources and programs; 
(e) advancement of statistical research and 

utilization of latest ICT resources; (f) conduct of 
more consultative workshop and users 

fora   to   improve    appreciation    of     statistics;



 

(g) enhancement of the management and 

harmonization of the PSS; (h) strengthening of 

capacity building and manpower resource in the 
PSS; and (i) enhancement of partnership with the 

international statistical community through 
adherence to international commitments. 

 
❖ Major Statistical Development Programs 

and Activities for 2018-2023 

The following are the Statistical Development 

Programs for 2018-2023: 

a. New Developmental Programs and 

Activities 

On the coordination of the PSS: 

➢ Establishment and/or review and 
improvement of statistical coordination 

mechanisms on collecting, sharing, and 

communicating SDG statistics  

➢ Establishment of IACs which have 
not been established per RA 10625 (e.g., 

Infrastructure, Governance, PSS Resources)  

➢ Formulation of guidelines and/or rules of 

procedure for IACs and RSCs  

➢ Strengthening coordination between PSA 
and other government data producers (both 

at national and local levels) and the private 

sector (e.g., industry associations, telephone 

companies), where relevant  

➢ Enhancement of the statistical business 
processes through innovations on data 

collection, processing and dissemination  

➢ Adoption/Implementation of measures 
stipulated in the United Nations Statistics 

Division (UNSD) Handbook on Statistical 
Organization to achieve a modern, more 

integrated and coordinated national 

statistical system  

➢ Formulation and implementation of M&E 

Frameworks for PSA Board Resolutions and 

the PSDP 

➢ Endorsement of Executive Order (EO) 
granting PSA access to administrative data of 

other agencies and private establishments  

➢ Issuance of Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA)/Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) between PSA and 

other agencies/private establishments  

➢ Conduct of appreciation seminar/fora on 
cascading of PSA Board policies and  

PSS-Wide Guidelines including statistical 

standards for national/local planners and 

policymakers, local chief executives, 

legislative officials, and other stakeholders 

➢ Development of a strong advocacy program 
and capacity building program on the 

adoption of standard classification systems 

at the national and local levels  

➢ Development of the following standards: 

▪ Philippine Standard Classification of 

Crime for Statistical Purposes (PSCCS)  

▪ Philippine Classification of Environmental 

Activities (PCEA)  

On data generation: 

➢ Development, standardization, utilization 
and improvement of coverage of statistical 

registers (persons, property and businesses) 

in the PSS  

➢ Development and maintenance of various 
statistical registers/master sample 

(household, business, establishment, 

enterprise, etc.)  

➢ Exploring the use of big data and  

citizen-generated data to complement 

official statistics  

➢ Promotion of data interoperability among 

and increased integration of different 

sources of data/multi-source data  

➢ Use of the Advance Data Planning Tool 
(ADAPT) to identify data gaps as well as 

priority data demanded by users vis-à-vis 

data currently being produced  

➢ Extensive use of ICT in the collection, 

processing and management of data, e.g., 
CAPI, online accomplishment/submission of 

questionnaires 

➢ Compilation and updating of Core Regional 

Indicators (CoRe-Is)  

➢ Estimation of Regional Development Index 

(RDI) 

On research and capacity building: 

➢ Development of the Philippine Data Quality 

Assurance Framework (PDQAF) consistent 
with the United Nations (UN) NQAF and 

ASEAN Code of Practice 



➢ Subscription to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Special Data Dissemination 

Standards (SDDS) Plus  

➢ Development of new and review/updating 

of existing statistical frameworks on 

emerging sectoral concern, e.g. 
governance, culture, innovation  

On resources in the PSS: 

➢ Development of coding/tagging system for 
statistical activities, for budget purposes 

under Program Expenditure Classification 

(PREXC) 

➢ Regular conduct of PSS-Wide Statistical 

Budget Orientation Workshops  

➢ Development and implementation of a 

MTEF for the PSS  

➢ Inclusion of budgets for statistical activities 

in agency budget proposals to the DBM  

➢ Conduct of Forum with Development 

Partners on PSDP 2018-2023  

 
b. Building-up Current Efforts 

 
On the coordination of the PSS: 

➢ Review and adoption of official concepts 

and definitions for statistical purposes   

➢ Enhancement of the Inventory of Statistical 

Standards in the Philippines (ISSiP) 

➢ Updating of the following: 

▪ Philippine Standard Industrial 

Classification (PSIC)   

▪ Philippine Classification of Individual 
Consumption According to 

Purpose (PCOICOP)  

➢ Enhancement and updating of the 

e-Classification app  

➢ Enhancement of the Philippine Standard 
Geographic Code (PSGC) 

  
On data generation: 

➢ Optimal use and enhancement of quality of 

administrative data for official statistics   

➢ Implementation of the ARRCS  

➢ Expansion and strengthening of the 

Government Statistics Accessibility 
Program (e.g., establishment of a data 

collaborative) 

➢ Conduct of regular bilateral meetings and 

forging of MOAs and partnerships  

➢ Enhancement of the SSRCS  

➢ Strengthening of the SDS thru 

improvements in the schedule of release of 

data, accessibility of data  

➢ Continued and more comprehensive 

documentation of metadata of censuses 
and surveys through the PSA Data Archive 

(PSADA)  

➢ Improvement of data production activities 

to generate more disaggregated data by all 

characteristics (sex, age, basic sectors) to 

ensure that no one is left behind  

On data dissemination and use: 

➢ Conduct and enhancement of National 

Statistics Month (NSM) celebration and 
related activities (PSA, 2018-2023) 

➢ Enjoining wider participation to the 
National Convention on Statistics (NCS)  

(PSA, 2019, 2022) 

➢ Celebration of World Statistics Day (WSD) 

– October 20, 2020 

➢ Regular conduct of user-producer fora, 
statistical appreciation seminars covering 

more participants  

On resources in the PSS: 

➢ Institutionalization of the Country Report 

on Support to Statistics (CRESS)  

➢ Monitoring of Official Development 

Assistance and other technical assistance 
from development partners towards 

statistical development 

 

 

 


