
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 

In the Global Gender Gap Report 2017, the 
Philippines ranked 10th in the global gender gap 

index out of 144 countries. Further looking into 
each dimension, the country ranks as follows: 

a) 25th on Economic Participation and Opportunity; 

b) 1st on Educational Attainment; c) 36th on Health 
and Survival; and d) 13th on Political 

Empowerment. Despite the progress in some 
dimensions, women continue to face multiple 

barriers keeping them one of the most vulnerable 

sectors of the society. 

Aside from women, children also belong to the 

same paradigm. In 2015, 31.4 percent of children 
belong to poor families. The rights, welfare and 

development of children have been at the core of 
the country’s social development goals, hence, 

there is a need to look after their survival and living 

conditions, health, and education. 

Given the new commitment to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) Agenda, the country is 
in full support of its pledge that no one will be left 

behind. Thus, it is imperative to look into the plight 

of women and children, and address gender 
inequalities. In the SDGs, gender has a  

stand-alone goal, Goal 5, and the other  
gender- and children-related indicators are spread 

across the other goals under SDGs. 

Moreover, in the Philippine Development 
Plan (PDP) 2017 – 2023, the vulnerable sectors are 

highlighted in Chapter 11 – Reducing Vulnerability 

of Individuals and Families. The PDP chapter 

covers women and children, as well as other 
sectors such as the persons with disabilities 

(PWDs), indigenous peoples (IPs) and older 
persons. It discusses strategies to reduce 

vulnerabilities by decreasing people’s exposure to 

risks and increasing their adaptive capacities.  

The statistics on children and gender and 

development aid policy- and decision-makers in 
crafting policies, programs and interventions 

towards human development and sustainable 

social progress. 

❖ Scope and Coverage 

This chapter covers statistical data and indicators 
used in assessing gender and development (GAD) 

status in the country that reflects the living 

conditions and situation of children and women. 

Generally, the chapter will cover issues and 

concerns on: 

➢ Gender equality and gender responsiveness 

➢ Women’s empowerment and their living 

conditions and role in the society 

➢ Situation of special population groups 

children and women 

➢ Violence against women and children, 

among others. 

Currently, statistics on children are based on the 

conceptual framework for monitoring child 

development    which    includes:    poverty    and



 

disparities, education, health and nutrition, and 

child protection. Similarly, gender statistics are 

based on the Core GAD Indicators Framework, 
which monitors the role and status of women and 

men in: education and training, economy, health, 
poverty, institutional mechanisms, media, power 

and decision-making, environment, violence 
against women/girl child, and armed 

conflict/human rights. 

❖ Implementing Agencies 

➢ Interagency Committee on Gender and 

Children Statistics 

▪ Philippine Commission on Women (PCW) 

▪ National Economic and Development 

Authority (NEDA) 
▪ Council for the Welfare of Children 

(CWC) 
▪ Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) 

▪ Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD) 

▪ Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) 

▪ Philippine National Police (PNP) 

➢ Other implementing agencies include: 

▪ Department of Health (DOH) 
▪ National Council on Disability Affairs 

(NCDA) 

▪ Philippine Statistical Research and 
Training Institute (PSRTI) 

▪ University of the Philippines Population 
Institute (UPPI) 

▪ University of the Philippines Gender 

Center 
▪ University of the Philippines Center for 

Women’s and Gender Studies  

Milestones, Key Developments, 
Issues and Challenges 

❖ Milestones and Key Developments of 

2016-2017 

➢ Conduct of key and other surveys on 

children and GAD  

▪ 2017 National Demographic and Health 

Survey (NDHS) 

o The 2017 survey continued to include 
the Women's Safety Module, which 

captures violence against women, 
and the Chapter on Women’s 

Empowerment. 

▪ 2016 Multiple Indicators Survey (MIS) 

▪ Longitudinal Cohort Study on the Girl 
and Boy Child 

▪ Rider questions on unpaid and domestic 

work in the pilot test of the Labor Force 

Survey using Survey Solutions 

➢ Compilation and dissemination of statistics 

on children and GAD 

The PSS has continued to improve statistical 

information tools to aid the stakeholders in 
policy and monitoring work on children and 

GAD. Among the key outputs are the 

following: 

▪ Annual Fact Sheet on Women and Men  

▪ Gender QuickStat 

▪ Statistical Handbook on Women and Men 

2016 

▪ Equity Profile of Children (Stunting) 

▪ Gender Statistics on Labor and 

Employment   

▪ Release of 2015 Poverty Statistics for the 

Basic Sectors including women, children 

and youth  

▪ Data updates on the millennium 

development goal (MDG) indicators to 
monitor Goal 3 such as: ratio of girls and 

boys in primary, secondary and tertiary 
education; ratio of girls and boys in 

elementary and secondary participation 

rates; share of women in wage 
employment in the non-agricultural 

sector; and proportion of seats held by 

women in the national parliament 

▪ Baseline data for Tier 1 indicators of the 

SDGs 

➢ Establishment of the Interagency 

Committee (IAC) on Gender and Children 

Statistics 

➢ Strengthening of advocacy/communication 

strategies for more rational use of statistics 
on children and gender and development 

and participation in and hosting of 

international conferences, training, 
workshops, and expert group meetings on 

statistics on children and gender and 

development. 

▪ The PCW includes gender statistics in 
their advocacy campaigns during 

Women’s Month Celebration and the  

18-Day Campaign to End Violence 

Against Women (VAW). 

▪ Participation in the 6th Global Forum on 

Gender Statistics



 

▪ Membership in the United Nations 

Interagency and Expert Group on 

Gender Statistics (IAEG-GS) 

▪ Participation in various international 

seminars, trainings and workshops 

o PSA has created the IAC on Gender 

and Children Statistics (GCS), which 
serves as a venue for discussion and 

resolution of issues, review current 

methodologies and recommend 
policies and workable schemes 

towards the improvement of gender, 

children and other related statistics. 

o The Philippine Statistical System 

(PSS) appreciates the provision of 
technical and financial support to 

conduct the following activities: 

a. Pilot Survey on Measuring Asset 

Ownership and Entrepreneurship 
from a Gender Perspective under 

the Evidence and Data for Gender 

Equality (EDGE) Project (with 
funding support from the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB)); 
b. Updating the National Database 

on Child Poverty and Development 

of Equity-focused Profiles on 
Children (with funding support 

from United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF)); and 

c. Longitudinal Cohort Study on the 

Girl and Boy Child (United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) in 

partnership with various 
government agencies and 

development partners). 

▪ Continuous inclusion of the Women's 

Safety Module, which captures violence 

against women, and the Chapter on 

Women’s Empowerment in the NDHS 

▪ Conduct of the following surveys relating 

to children and gender: 

o National Baseline Survey on Violence 

Against Children (NBS-VAC) by the 
CWC; 

o MIS by the UPPI (latest); and 
o Young Adult Fertility and Sexuality 

Study (YAFSS) by the UPPI. 

▪ Presence and monitoring of stand-alone 

goal on gender in the MDGs and the 

SDGs in addition to the other  

gender- and children-related indicators 

from other goals 

▪ Development of the National VAW 
Documentation System (NVAWDocSys) 

for monitoring violence against women 

(a project of the PCW) 

▪ Updating and publication/release of the 

following: 

o Statistical Handbook on Women and 

Men in the Philippines every 3 years; 
and 

o Factsheet on Women and Men 

annually. 

▪ Development of the Gender Equality and 

Women's Empowerment (GEWE) 
compendium where indicators are 

identified to monitor women and men 

development. 

▪ Presence of legal documents/basis such 

as: 

o Philippine Statistical Act of 2013; 

o Magna Carta of Women; and 
o PSA Resolution on Enjoining Different 

Agencies to Promote Gender 
Concerns in the Generation of 

Statistics. 

▪ Allocation of 5% from the agency's 
budget for GAD activities (as stipulated 

in the Magna Carta of Women and 

General Appropriations Act) 

▪ Availability of various indicators systems 

on gender such as: 

o Core GAD Indicator System (Core 

GAD);  
o United Nations Statistics Division 

(UNSD) Minimum Core Set of Gender 
Indicators;  

o United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific’s 
(UNESCAP’s) Regional Core Set of 

Gender Indicators and Ministerial 
Declaration; d) SDGs; and  

o Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 

(APEC) Women and Economy 

Dashboard. 

▪ Participation to various international 
conferences and meetings such as the 

Global Forum on Gender Statistics and 
membership to Interagency and Expert 

Group on Gender Statistics



 

▪ Involvement of civil society organizations 

and academe such as the Woman Health 

Philippines, Social Watch Philippines and 
Caucus of Development NGO Networks 

(CODE-NGO) and UPPI in the 
assessment of SDGs, particularly in 

Goal 5 

▪ Commitment to monitor the SDGs, 

particularly the gender- and  

children-related indicators 

Celebration of Women's Month every March, 

National Statistics Month (NSM) every October, 
Children's Month every November and 18-day 

Campaign to End VAW Campaign in  

November - December, where statistics on 
children and gender are presented and/or 

disseminated. 

❖ Issues and challenges 

➢ Data gaps have remained, despite the 
increasing demand for better quality and 

more disaggregated indicators/statistics on 

children and GAD.  

➢ Need for continuous research towards the 

creation of new or improvement of existing 
approaches in generating better and quality 

data/statistics on children and GAD. 

➢ Currently, there are no updated parameters 
for measuring violence against children and 

child labor, unpaid work and domestic care 
and early child development and children 

with disabilities. 

➢ Need for continuous enhancement of the 
coordination mechanisms for more coherent 

statistics on children and GAD 

➢ Demand for more timely, accessible, 

coherent, comparable, comprehensive and 

relevant statistics on women and children  

➢ Need to harmonize violence against women 

statistics as there are duplicative recordings 

from various agencies 

➢ Existing information systems for the 
statistics on children and GAD, such as the 

children and gender databases/portal, 

should be improved and updated to increase 
relevance/accessibility of the statistics to 

key users and stakeholders. 

➢ Lack of appreciation of and need to 

popularize statistics on children and GAD 

➢ Need to enhance statistical capacities of 

data producers and providers 

➢ Resources for generating pertinent statistics 

have been inadequate. 

➢ Data gaps continue to remain a concern 
specifically on better quality and more 

disaggregated data on children and GAD  
(by sex/gender-related information and age 

group). 

➢ Inadequate resources (manpower and 

budget) to generate emerging statistics on 

children and gender thru surveys such as 

the Survey on Children (SOC) and YAFSS 

➢ No separate/stand-alone chapter on gender 
and children in the PDP 2017-2022 as these 

sectors are embedded in the different 

sections/chapters 

➢ Need for capacity building to generate, 

interpret and use statistics on children and 

gender 

➢ Need to institutionalize the following 

surveys: SOC, YAFSS and MIS 

➢ Need to harmonize gender statistics within 

the PSA 

➢ Lack of available data on children relevant 

for policy use 

➢ Need to revisit guidelines on gender 

mainstreaming 

➢ Need to develop the statistical 
competencies of the local government units 

and national government agencies 

➢ Delay/difficulty in acquiring data from other 

agencies needed in the monitoring of the 

status of women, men and children in the 

country 

Key Statistical Development 
Programs and Activities 

❖ Thrusts and strategies 

In line with the continuing efforts of the 
government in reducing vulnerability of individuals 

particularly women and children through the 
generation and use of statistics on  

children and gender and development, the 

following thrusts and strategies were  
determined for the program period 2018-2023:  

(a) improvement of data production in the PSS 
aimed at addressing current, new and emerging 

concerns such as the SDGs, PDP 2017-2022, data 

revolution, and other data requirements including 

age and sex disaggregation of administrative data



 

(b) advancement of statistical research to improve 

current methodologies for the generation of 

statistics and indicators to respond to the current 

and emerging needs and demands 

(c) strengthening of the local statistical system to 
be able to generate more locally- disaggregated 

data in support of countryside development 

❖ Major Statistical Development Programs 

and Activities for 2018-2023 

For the program period 2018-2023, the following 

major statistical programs will be implemented. 

a. New Developmental Programs and 

Activities 

On Management and coordination 

➢ Creation of a Technical Working Group 
(TWG) on GAD Indicators Systems under 

IAC-GCS 

▪ The TWG shall work on the 

review/assessment of the various 

indicators systems. 

On Data collection/production 

➢ Formulation of statistical indicators 

framework on children  

▪ The statistical framework on children will 
serve as reference for government and 

non-government organizations in the 

formulation of indicators for monitoring 
and assessment of outputs and impact of 

programs for children. 

➢ Generation of Tier 1 indicators of the SDGs, 

which relate to children and women  

▪ Given the country’s commitment to the 
SDGs, the generation of Tier 1 indicators 

aims to provide information/statistics for 

monitoring the SDGs. 

➢ Generation of statistics on women in 

business and other related statistics 

▪ With the emergence of micro, small and 

medium enterprises, it is imperative to 
generate statistics on women in business 

to measure entrepreneurship from a 

gender perspective. 

➢ Review of survey questionnaires for the 

possibility of including child labor questions 

in the Labor Force Survey (LFS) 

➢ Development of methodology for  
Tiers 2 and 3 SDG indicators, particularly 

those relating to children and women 

▪ The developed methodology will provide 

estimates for the Tiers II and III SDG 

indicators. 

➢ Review and improve methodology for 

estimating gender wage gap 

▪ The review of the methodology aims to 

generate accurate gender wage gap 

estimates. 

On Data dissemination and use 

➢ Formulation of guidelines for the 
development and maintenance of GAD 

database 

▪ The guidelines will be followed by the 

government agencies in the 

development and maintenance of their 

GAD database. 

➢ Dissemination of Infographics on the Equity 

Profiles of Children 

▪ The infographic materials will present 
data/information on child poverty and 

other indicators, which will aid the 

policy-makers and program 

implementers. 

On Research and capacity building 

➢ Conduct of study on the Situation of 

Children Living and Working on the Streets 

On International cooperation 

➢ Participation in the Global Forum on Gender 

Statistics and membership in the IAEG-GS 

b. Building-up Current Efforts 

On Data collection/production 

➢ Updating of the Directory on Gender 

Statistics Focal Points 

▪ The Gender Statistics Focal Points from 
different government agencies will 

facilitate the coordination on gender 

statistics concerns. 

➢ Harmonization of VAW statistics by 

standardizing, thru IACVAWC, the client 
intake forms and national report template of 

all concerned frontline agencies 

➢ Review of the NBS-VAC 

▪ As there were clarifications on the 

estimation methodology of the NBS-VAC 
during the December 2017 meeting of 

the IAC-GCS meeting, the review will 

enhance/improve       the       estimation 



 

methodology of the survey aimed at 

generating more reliable estimates. 

➢ Development of a methodology to generate 
provincial level poverty statistics for the 

basic sectors, which include women and 

children 

▪ The 2018 Family Income and 
Expenditure Survey (FIES) uses the  

2013 Master Sample, which can generate 

provincial level estimates. The 
methodology to be developed will 

provide poverty statistics for the basic 

sectors down to the provincial level. 

On Data dissemination and use 

➢ Harmonization of gender-related statistics 

within PSA 

▪ As the PSA has various gender statistics 
products, it is deemed imperative to 

harmonize these publications/products 
to avoid confusion and duplication of 

efforts within the agency. 

➢ Ensure regular inclusion / institutionalization 
of the Women's Safety Module and Women's 

Empowerment chapter in the NDHS   

➢ Generation of tables on children with 

disabilities (CWD) from the Census of 

Population and Housing (CPH) 

▪ Statistics on disability can be generated 

from the CPH, however, special 
tabulations are needed to generate 

tables on children with disabilities as the 

readily available ones are for the general 

population. 

➢ Institutionalize the Updating of the National 

Database on Child Poverty 

▪ The Updating of the National Database 
on Child Poverty is currently a project of 

the PSA with funding support from the 

UNICEF. The institutionalization of the 
national database on child poverty aims 

to enhance the capacities for collection, 
access and utilization of disaggregated 

information at the national and  

sub-national levels to monitor and 

evaluate policies and plans. 

➢ Improve dissemination of the results of the 

following: 

▪ EDGE Project; 

▪ NDHS; and 

▪ NBS-VAC 

On Research and capacity building 

➢ Study the possibility of institutionalizing the 
data capture of relevant statistics on 

children, YAFSS and MIS 

▪ These surveys are not regularly 

conducted as these depend on the 
availability of funds as well as human 

resources. 

➢ Review and conduct data assessment on the 
following by the TWG-GIS towards updating 

the Philippine Core GAD indicators: 

▪ Core GAD Indicator System (Core GAD); 

▪ UNSD Minimum Core Set of Gender 

Indicators;  

▪ UNESCAP’s Regional Core Set of Gender 

Indicators and Ministerial Declaration; 

▪ SDGs; 

▪ APEC Women and Economy Dashboard; 

and  

▪ GEWE Indicators. 

o The Core GAD Framework needs to 
be revisited to review the indicators 

which have not been 
generated/produced yet, and to 

include the emerging concerns. 

➢ Development of methodology on measuring 

unpaid work 

▪ Using the results of the rider questions 
on time use, a methodology on the 

measurement of unpaid work will provide 

data for the SDG indicator 5.4.1. 

➢ Exploring the conduct of a National Study on 

Early Child Development and Children with 

Disabilities 

➢ Conduct of capacity building activities or 
training of data producers on the 

compilation, analysis, presentation and 

dissemination of sex disaggregated data 

➢ Conduct of capacity building activities or 

training for data users towards better 
understanding and analysis of  

sex-disaggregated data 


